August 14, 2011
Greetings Confirmation Youth and Families,

The back-to-school supplies are on the shelves, the state fair is around the corner, the hot days are giving way to cool evenings.  All this means we will be getting back to the rhythm of fall—school days, football, and confirmation!  
Enclosed is a registration form to be filled out and basic information in preparation for Confirmation. This is an important step in the faith development of your young person.  This step is building on a foundation that began at baptism and will continue for the rest of their lives. I’ve listed a few frequently asked questions (FAQ’s) below.  Please plan on attending the parent/student info night at church Wednesday, September 14th from 6-7pm in the Cornerstone. You will get answers to your questions and receive materials for the fall start of confirmation.  
FAQ’s  (Frequently Asked Questions)

What is Confirmation? 

Confirmation is a three year ministry program that provides instruction on the Christian faith so at the end of the three years a student can choose whether or not to confirm their faith.  The promises that were made in baptism, often as an infant, are now owned and lived out in the life of the young person being confirmed.  
What will my youth experience during the confirmation time?

Each Wednesday (as listed on the calendar) youth and/or families are invited (not required) to a meal time in the fellowship hall.  Cost is $3 per person, $10 family maximum.  At 6:00PM we start in our small groups where we prepare for the lesson and talk to one another about our highs and lows over the past week.  At 6:30 we will come together in the Cornerstone, along with anyone else and worship.  We are calling this time “The Gathering” and will include the large group session topic for confirmation as the ‘sermon’.  Communion and offering will also be a part of this time.  
How much does it cost?

Actually is doesn’t cost anything, however we would welcome a $20 donation if possible to cover the cost of the program materials. Checks can be made out to Long Lake Lutheran. 

What are the requirements for my young person?

We are still working on the exact details for this and will have more information at the parent meeting.  

Because this is a time of instruction, we ask that you would commit to :
· Worship at least twice a month as a  family

· Serve others at least 10 hours per year (see sign up on registration form for opportunities)

· Attendance and participation weekly in your Wednesday small group

· Participate in the retreat assigned to your grade

· Ten worship notes per year

If you have questions about any of the information listed please feel free to give me a call.  
In Christ,

Kris Bjorke, Interim Director of Youth and Family Ministry 612-597-0048 or kris@interserveministries.com. 

