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From the desk of
Pastor Sue
Dear Holy Spirit, before I say anything else in this new year, help me to
remember to speak Your words first. Grace and Peace to you from
God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. A New
Year, a new me! I will have turned 65 on December 31st and enrolled in
Medicare. (I can hear my mom laughing from heaven)! I finished a Master of Divinity degree at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN (I can hear my
dad saying, “I told you that you would be a perpetual student)! I had
my final interview with my candidacy committee in Duluth, Synod 3E
and was APPROVED!! I have now transitioned from a candidate in the
ELCA to a graduate waiting assignment to a region, and first call. I was
filmed by the ELCA for a commercial for the seven seminaries. It will air
on elcaseminaries.org soon. My official graduation ceremony will be
held at Central Lutheran Church on May 19th. Ordination will come
once I have been called to a church and accept that call. I put my trust
in the Lord!
If you remember, I wrote about telling my former church council
president of Zion Lutheran in International Falls that I was discerning a
call to ministry. I said, “But, in four years, if I go to seminary, I’ll be 65.
She replied dryly, “And, how old will you be in four years if you do not
go to seminary.” (She was right! I went to seminary, and I still turned
65) What a joy to be able to serve God as a Christian Public Leader after years of hearing God calling me!
The verse on my Guideposts Daily Planner for my birthday is from
Deuteronomy 31:8, “And the Lord….will be with thee, he will not fail
thee, neither forsake thee; fear not, neither be dismayed.” I have felt
God’s presence in my being sent here and in my continued ministry
here. I sense God has walked with me through even my shadows of
darkness. “Praise God, who did not ignore my prayer or withdraw his
unfailing love from me.” Psalm 66:20.

When I
am afraid,
I put my
trust in
you.
Psalm 56:3

This has been quite a journey for me, as many of you know. “When I am afraid, I put my
trust in you.” Psalm 56:3 The pages of my January calendar are blank…….but not for long.
I truly enjoy our ministry together with preaching, worship, bible study opportunities,
stewardship, praying with you, ministering to your needs, visiting in good times and in
bad, and celebrating your life milestones. I thank you for the privilege of serving you at
Long Lake Lutheran. We are really turning to a blank page with so many changes and wide
open ministry and outreach fields. Let’s continue to dream big, make plans for our future,
and listen and be open to God’s plans for us here and for the greater church.
In Christ,
Pastor Sue

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
“The best

way to find
yourself is
to lose
yourself in
the
service of
others.”
Ghandi

As you look through the pages of the rest of this Spire, you will
find many pictures from all the activities that happened here
over the holiday season.
From the Christmas Tea to Christmas Eve services, Long Lake is
a bustle with activity in the month of December. What all these
things have in common is that they wouldn’t have been possible if it weren’t for the time given by our wonderful volunteers.
Sunday mornings we are in need of coffee help, greeters, ushers, lectors, altar guild, counters...the list goes on and on. Right
now few are doing the work of many and there are still many
spots to be filled. There is a volunteer sign up sheet on the table by the office, we are currently working on setting up signups on the Facebook page, Sign-Up Genius. If every member
would just sign up for one thing, we would have a multitude of
help every week! Please talk to Pastor Sue, Pastor Bob,
Shawna, or Jen and find out how we can best utilize your time!

Interim Pastor
Bob Rusert
Light for the Dark Days
Days grow shorter and nights grow longer, and sunlight
grows less and less and less… the closer we get to Christmas. It
might be tempting to “get down” as the warmth and the light of the
sun declines and disappears into the onslaught of winter chill and
darkness, but I am encouraged and inspired by the growing lights
around me here at LLLC.
“Looking Up” in prayer together brings light to our dark
days. As we continue to journey together in a Spirit-led effort to
build the LLLC Transition Team Dave E and Tony N, co-chairs of the
team and I are praying each and every time we gather. It has been
delightful to experience Dave and Tony embracing the role of leading our prayer time for the three of us when we gather for strategy
and with the four of us when we gather for conversation with prospective team members. We have met with 14 candidates for the remaining seven or so spots on the team and each time we have
prayed with and for the candidates. With prayer we are covering the
team building with a blanket of light.
“Looking Ahead” with prayer and the light of God-given
hope we anticipate finalizing our team roster before Christmas, perhaps scheduling our first team building gathering in mid January, and
scheduling our first congregational event in early February 2019. Our
conversations with all 14 members gave Dave and Tony and I great
hope as they all proved worthy of serving on the team. God has
blessed us with the prospect of a very strong team with a wonderful
variety of gifts, strengths, and perspectives. Some seasoned longterm members will bring wisdom and perspective of the rich heritage of LLLC, some newer and younger members will bring fresh perspective and hope for an ever-evolving, changing LLLC that will appeal to people who are not here yet. The light created by this strong
team will grace the present and future of LLLC.
(CONTINUED)
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Arise, shine;
for your light
has come,
and the glory
of the LORD
has risen
upon
you. 2For
darkness
shall cover
the
earth, and
thick darkness the
peoples; but
the LORD
will arise
upon
you, and his
glory will
appear over
you.
Isaiah 60:1-2

Glimmers of light stream from the congregational vitality I have experience in the two
and a half short months I have ministered with LLLC. The engaging energy of youth lights up
the Wednesday and Sunday worship experience. Deep compassion enlightens hearts of those
participating in Bible Studies, Prayer Group, and gatherings for feasting with Quilters and
Wednesday night community meals. AND then… there was the glorious pyrotechnics of light of
God’s rising that shone brightly in the faces of everyone who made the Live Nativity such a glorious event of the season of light for our darkness!!!
“It’s got to be ME lighting up LLLC!” What an electrifying, transformative change will
occur when we all start saying “ME FIRST” when called to participate and serve, sacrifice and
contribute! Preparing to Call and receive your next settled, long-term pastor is a crucial calling. Please continue with faithful “Looking Up” to our Lord in prayer for the process and the
candidates. Let’s all continue to make a life-transforming, LLLC-transforming change in our
prayer lives by making a commitment to 3 Prayer Squares-a-day! Start each day before we get
out of bed or before we take the first sip of breakfast beverage with a bow-our-heads-andhearts prayer for the Spirit to light up and guide our day and our Transition Team. At 12 O’clock
High, pray for the Spirit to prepare the heart and mind of our future pastor and household for
Call readiness. At 6, 9, or before pulling the bedtime covers on, pray for the Spirit to bless us
with confident, hopeful, restful sleep knowing God is watching over each of us and over the Call
process.
My personal LOOKING UP in prayer for us comes in the lyrics of a wonderful Phillips,
Craig, and Dean song, “Shine On Us.”
“Lord, let Your light, Light of Your face, Shine on us. Lord, let Your light, Light of Your face,
Shine on us. That we may be saved, that we may have life, to find our way in the darkest night…
Let your light shine on us.”
As for Lori and me, well… all we want for Christmas is what God has for us. We are richly
blessed with family, friends, and a wonderful church family in LLLC. We pray for you a blessed
Christmas and New Year filled with the Light of Christ Jesus our Lord.
Yours in Christ Jesus, Interim Lead Pastor Bob Rusert

WELCOME KRISTA MASON—OUR NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Krista and husband Gary have three adult children. They have one naughty little dog
Roxy, and a small parrot named Tiki. They currently live in Anoka and hope to move up
to this area sometime in the spring or summer. Krista also serves part-time at
Restoration Church in Anoka and has been there for over nine years. She loves the mix
of administrative work and the relationships formed with those in the church. “I am so
happy to be here at Long Lake Lutheran and look forward to getting to know the
congregation and continuing to serve the Lord!”

SHAWNA BERG
Director of Youth and Family Ministries

The Gift of Grandparents
I grew up as a military brat, which meant that I never lived near my grandparents. Fortunately, this didn't stop my parents and grandparents from doing things to make sure we
had a great relationship with them.
My mom's parents made a trip to see us every year, no matter where we were. They
helped us create some great memories growing up.
Whenever they came to visit, we often traveled to see whatever area we were stationed in. Once, we took a motorhome trip to Alaska. I distinctly remember playing the 8track of Barbara Mandrell over and over again and singing it at the top of my lungs. My parents were irritated, but my grandparents insisted that I could keep playing it. I also remember singing “You are my sunshine” loudly and with gusto with them.

We played lots of games when they visited and we laughed and laughed. When I went to
college, they came to every Family Day weekend because my parents were too far away.
My grandma sent me the best banana bread. Whenever I got a package in the mail from
her, every girl in the dorm would come running and would ask, “Is it your grandma's banana bread?”
They loved me so unconditionally, and I knew it. My grandfather passed away a few years
ago and I miss him terribly, but my grandma is still around and it is so fun to see her interact now with my children.

My dad's parents were unable to travel as often, so they didn't visit all the time. They did,
however, keep in touch through letters, packages, and phone calls. We visited them whenever we could. My grandma got me my first Cabbage Patch Doll and I was so excited! She
also then sent packages to my doll every year on her birthday.
My brother and I were fortunate enough to spend one summer with them, when another
family member was ill, and it was an incredible blessing. We had sleepovers with my cousins, listened to my grandpa's jokes about electricity (he was an engineer), and enjoyed all
the good baking and cooking from my grandma.
(CONTINUED)

Unfortunately, my grandma passed away when I was in middle school. My grandpa later remarried. When I was in college they would come up and visit me often and take me out to dinner and just check in. They came to all my concerts – they were so proud. I've lost them as
well, but am so glad that they had a chance to meet my children.
My own children have been richly blessed by the roles their grandparents play in their lives.
Both of them have been so intentional about making incredible memories with my children.
My children always want to talk to their grandparents to share news and they can't wait to see
them when they visit.
Most importantly, they always know that, in their grandparents' eyes, they are extraordinary
and loved beyond measure. This is the great blessing to me of seeing my parents and my in laws be grandparents to my own children.
I am convinced there is no better example of God's love than the love we witness between
grandchildren and their grandparents. It is freely given, absolutely unconditional, and so beautifully extravagant. Grandparents have a huge role to play in passing on wisdom, love, and
faith to their children and their grandchildren.
Think about some intentional ways to include grandparents on your children's faith journey –
or, if you are a grandparent, consider doing some of the following things for your grandchildren. And, because we know that life is far from perfect, if your own grandchildren are far
away, or if your children’s grandparents are far away – find a grandparent or grandchildren
you can adopt – faith communities can be great places to do this!
1. Have grandparents write a note in your child's bible that includes their favorite bible verse.
2. Have grandparents write a letter to their grandchildren about why their faith is important
to them and encouraging them on their faith journey (bonus points if it is handwritten).
3. Sit down with grandparents and talk about family history/ family tree (and write it down!).
Read about family trees in the Bible.
4. Have kids and grandparents pray for each other – if you don't live close, have kids and
grandparents text/call/e-mail or facetime each other once a week with requests.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

COUNCIL MINUTES
December 11, 2018
Attendees: Jennifer M., Dave E., Pastor Sue, Marsha W., Pastor Bob, Ronda F., Matt L. and
Kathie S.
Dave E. called the meeting to order at 6:36PM.
Pastor Bob opened with devotions. The impact/importance of Angels as protectors, messengers, striking awe, providing compassion. Luke Chapter 1 vs. 26-38. The Angel’s meeting and message to Mary.
Agenda was approved…….
Pastor Sue is done with all her classwork and will officially graduate in May from the seminary.
Looking for a sound tech as a resource for our sound system.
Stewardship Drive Update - 45 Statements of Intent received (25%) from the giving units.
Allows us to add 10% ($6,000) of our $60,000 wish list to our 2019 budget based on our Intent.
Budget discussion - Proposed budget for 2019 is a 4.5% increase over 2018. Jennifer M.
made a motion to approve the Budget as noted. Stephanie 2nd, motion passed.
Transition Team Update – Team will be selected by year’s end and will begin meeting in
January on the Transition process.
Annual Meeting – Have committee reports into the office by January 7th for addition to the
Annual Report. Annual Meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall after the 2nd service with
a lite meal provided. Annual Meeting is the 1st Sunday in February (2.4.19).
Nominating Committee – will be meeting to reach out and secure candidates for the
Church Council 2019 to fill Congregational Life, Property and Worship/Music.
Master Calendar updates were reviewed.
Matt L. made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jennifer M. 2nd, motion passed, and meeting was adjourned 7:54PM.
Meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted, Ronda Fenlon

Questions about the budget? The Finance Team and other council members will be available
after both services on Sunday, January 27th. Plan to stop by and check in!

Enter his
gates with
thanksgiving!
Psalm 100:4

Because I have finished my term on the Church Council, this Spire article
will be my last as Chair of the Congregational Life Committee, handing
over those responsibilities to new capable leadership. It is good that
new blood cycles onto the Council and gives us the gift of new ideas,
new perspectives, and new energy! As I leave, I want to spend some
time thanking everyone who has made this opportunity one of the
richest I have ever experienced.
When Pastor Matt asked me to consider heading up Congregational Life
three years ago, I really had very little idea of what all it involved, but
with the wonderful help of Claudia Hanson, the former chair, Lisa Lynn,
the office admin, and a very patient congregation, I gradually
settled in to what would become one of the most rewarding
experiences I could ever imagine. I soon realized my committee was the
“Fun” committee as I became acquainted with willing volunteers, folks
who gladly stepped up to put together events, run errands, provide
muscle, clean up, share ideas, offer gentle critiques, bring treats, and
share laughter and friendship.
After surveying the congregation with a “Dream Big” questionnaire, our
committee prioritized the ideas and began to make them realities: name
tags, a fall bonfire, an Artisan Fair to encourage local talent and reach
out to the community, encouraging better communication,
creating a “Photo Shop” and a “Pop Stop” and encouraging everyone
to help make our Church a friendlier more welcoming place for visitors.
All of this could never have become a reality without the Committee: Tony and Betty Nechanicky, Julie Neilson, Betsy Vincent, Will Remus, Claudia and John Hanson, Sarah Hanson, Joanne Eittrem , and staff members Eric Nelson, Pastor Sue, and Jenn Sonterre. A special thank you to
Paul and Jacquie Gruber too!
As I get older, I realize that being a part of a vibrant, loving church
family and giving back is what brings true joy to my heart. Also I have
been blessed to have a wonderful, talented, and patient husband to
complete the picture, and I cannot thank him enough for his support.
Lord Jesus, I thank you for allowing me to serve you, and I pray that all
your children will find the joy of service and outreach in your name.

Blessings and love, Margaret McBride

December Missions Report
December Mission is Safe Haven Foster Shoppe - partnering with our Sunday
School kids to provide supplies for children entering Foster Care. Anita Olson the
Executive Director will be joining us Live Nativity Sunday for a temple talk.
As we enter 2019 the format of our Missions support will be changing. Our goal
beyond Mission offerings disbursement will be to use our skills and talents
(sweat equity) not just our checkbooks and debit cards. We challenge all age
groups from our Sunday to to our Seniors to help throughout the year. A great
example of this is the efforts needed to make the Live Nativity a success each
year.
Missions will be emphasized in 3 areas:
Global Missions January - April
Street Life Ministries (Brazil) and Camp Penuel (Costa Rica)
US Needs - TBD May - August
Local Needs - September - December
Teen Challenge
Fight Hunger Challenge
Live Nativity
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities

Community Breakfast - much like our Spaghetti Suppers only pancakes or waffles
Host/Hostess Program - individual volunteers to be available at the church to visit, pray, support individuals visiting the church.

Blessings, Ronda Fenlon
The congregation owes a big THANK YOU to Donna Larsen for all the time
and hard work she puts in every year for our Live Nativity program. It is a
wonderful annual tradition that many families count on for their holiday
season.
Also, thank you to all the volunteers who helped make this year’s show a
success, from townspeople to baby Jesus, the show cannot go on without
your help!
The chicken soup and chili are made here by our wonderful WELCA group
and served by even more volunteers; thank you all!

This past year, the Finance team and Council Reps took a different approach to the
budgeting process. I must admit that this process made creating the proposed 2019
budget more challenging for me this year.
Long Lake Lutheran Church runs nearly a ½ million-dollar FAITH budget and we ask
you, the congregants, to invest money to support it. I have always felt it is God’s
money entrusted to the Church Council to prayerfully distribute in God’s name, and
I want to make sure it is being spent wisely, thoughtfully, and prayerfully. This year,
as the finance council rep, I made it a mission to utilize the knowledge of my
financial background and teach the council what the reports were all about. What
does our budget cover, and where are the monies were being spent?
As bills came in, I was getting copied on them and I would request clarification and
give encouragement or support if needed to the different teams.
Sometimes, I would be asked to support spending, and that gave me more
background information on justification of the purchases.
In previous years, the finance team would look at past history and adjust the
budgeted dollar amount without a lot of discussion from the council’s assistance.
Sometimes it was based on whether the money was being used or not. Some
people on the team knew about upcoming expenses because they sat on other
teams. This year was different. I sat with each rep, and together, we developed a
solid budget to present to all of you. After all the dust has settled, the finance team
is prayerfully proposing a 4.5% budget increase above last year.
The most challenging part of this year’s budget is projecting the salaries of the
future. Where is Long Lake Lutheran Church going? Who will make up our Staff?
We based it on what Council approved. The Council unanimously approved an
Interim Pastor, Lay Pastor, and Interserve Temp Youth Director for a year. That is
what the budget reflects. After the Transition Team and Call process is completed,
the budget may or may not have to be revised, depending on the salary
requirements of our new staff member(s).
Above and beyond the salaries, I don’t feel that anything is slush. It reflects facts
and prayerful consideration of the future spending of 2019.
All personnel changes were approved by the Personnel and Executive committees.
The Mortgage is at 4.5% interest with a balance on November 1, of $189,409.00.
I asked the Council and Staff to prayerfully consider these figures, and when they
suggested any changes, we talked about it at the November and December Council
meetings. At the December Council meeting, we voted and approved the budget.
The Annual report will be published soon, and I strongly encourage the
congregation to take a close look at it, pray about it, discuss it, and approve our
proposed 2019 budget at the annual meeting.

Prayerfully Submitted, Marsha Weidner

Merry Christmas!
I hope all of you are enjoying the Advent and Christmas seasons! For those of you
who may be going through a difficult time this Christmas, I am praying for comfort
and relief for you. I hope that all of us find peace and joy knowing that God has
given all of us the gift that we all need, a Savior!
This article was written before the property team was able to meet on Tuesday,
December 18. I am happy to report that the property team continues to grow, and
we are still looking for additional members! Currently, we meet on the 3rd Tuesday
of the month at 5 pm in the fellowship hall. We have a small group of eager and
friendly members, but we would love to have additional input and help!
The Live Nativity was successful. Most of the props have been moved out of the
church and into the storage building. We do have a few more things to move from
the maintenance building to the storage building, but the van will be able to be
parked in the maintenance building very soon.
The carpet is completely finished! Thank you to all who generously donated
treasure to fund this project, and time removing the old carpet! Long Lake Lutheran
is truly blessed to have so many selfless members here. However, if you do notice
an area of new carpet that needs attention, please let the staff or me know about
it. The installer wants us to be happy with his work, so if something isn’t right, he
wants it corrected.
With winter coming, it slows our projects down significantly, and many of us
welcome the much-needed break. Luckily, we have a group of three volunteers
who will keep the sidewalk cleared and salted as needed.
One thing that I would like to give a bit of insight on is the proposed budget for
2019. Marsha, the finance team, and the council put a significant amount of time
into preparing the proposed 2019 budget. One of the line items that will raise some
questions is the building improvement line item. We are proposing $15,000 for this
item. I know $15,000 is a lot of money, but Long Lake Lutheran is a lot of church.
Some of the items that this line item would be used for is repairing the ceiling in the
sanctuary and fellowship hall. A retaining wall needs to built around the storage
building. Flooring will need to be replaced in the sanctuary and fellowship hall. The
lawnmower/snowblower needs to be replaced. The sidewalk needs modifications
at the East and West entrances to be handicapped accessible. The parking lot is
going to need attention as well.
(CONTINUED)

The listed items are not everything that needs improvement but are
some of the items that we look at and/ or use every day. Our church is
much like our home, we need to take care of it, and more often than not,
that requires a significant amount of money. I hope that I was able to
explain this to all of you, but I’m sure that some of you will have
questions or concerns, please feel free to discuss this with me.
Once again, I hope that all of you are able to enjoy the Advent and
Christmas seasons! I invite you to welcome new faces that you see. That
could be all it takes to brighten their day or engage them to learn more
about our wonderful church!

God’s peace, Matt
Happy New Year !
Where does the time go?
Long Lake Lutheran has been through many changes in 2018. We don’t need
to recap that. We still need to pray and praise our Lord for bringing us our
new support staff Krista, lead Pastor Bob , and youth interim Shawna.
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13
The stewardship team decided this past year to send out your offering
envelopes quarterly to your home. This gives the member a reminder if you
want to continue to write checks or change your donation to electronically
giving. Some might forget where they put their box of offering envelopes and
this way you will receive yours via United States Postal Service. Each family
has their own number assigned to them. If you are a new member or don’t
have an assigned number please talk to office staff Jen or Krista to update
your information. Thank you for supporting Long Lake Lutheran Church.
Please keep your hearts open to new challenges this year. Let the Holy Spirit
guide you from your comfort zone. Try something new at church. There are a
multitude of things to choose from. Please talk to Pastor Sue or Pastor Bob,
Shawna, Jen, or Krista. Or you can talk to any previous or current council reps.
Reach out and you might be surprised of the joy it will bring you.
We are truly a blessed church. Thank you Lord for sending us your Son, Jesus
Christ to be born and live among us. Jesus is leading by example to show us
the way to serve others. Your prayers are important in your daily life.
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you
need, and thank him for all he has done. Philippians 4:6

Your sister in Christ, Kathie Schleif

Dear friends in Christ!
Thank you for all your donations to Safe Haven!
They were very excited for all the items and the
cash donation of over $500. Thank you for your
generosity.
Our Christmas program was an amazing testament
of Jesus and how we can all be Shepherds of his
flock. Thank you to all the children for your willingness to be here and to
the direction of LeAnn Snidarich.
In January we will be voting on a company for the new playground. Please join us for the conversation.
Jennifer Manion

JANUARY 2ND CHILDREN’S CHURCH RESUMES
JANUARY 2ND CONFIRMATION RESUMES
JANUARY 6TH SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES

Therefore
encourage
each other
and build
up each
other; as
indeed
you are
doing.
1 Thessalonians
5:11

The Friends of Ruth had its annual Christmas Tea on December 2
with 37 in attendance. Many good treats and fellowship were
enjoyed by all, and Jessica Manion did a beautiful job playing the
piano for us. Then on December 10 we brought goodies to
church for the Deck the Halls event that was put on by the
Congregational Life committee. By the end of the evening the
church was so nice and festive!
Our next meeting is Monday, January 14 at 6:30pm. We invite
you to join us for this first meeting of the new year.
God’s peace, the Friends of Ruth.

Sunshine Circle had a very good turn out for our
Grandma's Attic Event.
Thanks to the workers and the people that helped us to have a
profit and a good time.
The drawing for the Christmas Blanket will be December 20th.
at our WELCA gathering. Our lucky winner was called on December 20th, congratulations John & Karen Bartz!
Our next meeting is January 8th. at 1:00 p.m. We would
love you to come and have a visit with us and maybe join our
daytime group
Wishing our Church Family a Peaceful, Healthy, New Year!
The Sunshine Group

High School Youth Group is still trying to meet most Wednesdays at 7:15 pm, so stop by after Confirmation!

We are taking final input on our
January outing either snowtubing or skiing, several of you voted on Instagram already, but if
you have strong feelings, let
Shawna know! We are picking
between three dates, January
20, 21, and 27!

We need to finalize who is
going on the mission trip
this summer by February
1st, so...if you think you are
interested, or if you think
you and a friend might be
interested, let me know!
We are taking a YouthWorks mission trip to Denver, Colorado July 27th-August 4th!

Children,
Youth,
Let no
one
and Families

despise
your

youth, but
set an
example in
speech and
conduct, in
love, in
faith, in
purity.
1 Timothy
4:12

A.A. Step By Step
STEP TWELVE
“Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we tried
to carry this message to alcoholics, and to practice these principles in all our

The results of a spiritual awakening are dramatic, although they may take
place over a long period of time. They indicate changed perception, attitudes
and behaviors. There are many definitions of a spiritual awakening. With
each person the important meaning of it is that he has now become able to
do, feel and believe that which he could not do before on his own strength.
He finds himself in possession of a degree of peace of mind, honesty,
tolerance and love he felt incapable of before. What he has received is a free
gift. This gift lies in the practice of “ALL” the Twelve Steps in the program.
In the beginning of AA, Bill Wilson and Dr. Bob felt the only way they would
stay “safe” was to “get active” and work with other alcoholics. They felt they
must carry AA’s message. That was the main reason the fellowship existed.
AA is more than a set of principles; it is a society of recovered alcoholics in
action. Twelfth Step work is one of the actions we take to stay in recovery.
Our own faith is strengthened when we help another. Our message is one of
hope, love, comfort, health. A better way of life. How can anyone argue with
that? It works! How do we carry it out? In subtle, but powerful ways. We do
our own recovery work and become living demonstrations of hope, self-love,
comfort and health. These quiet behaviors send a powerful message. Our
Higher Power will guide our actions to where we need to be to spread the
message. If another person is helped, it is by the grace of God and not by
what we say or do. And finally we strengthen our own faith and sobriety by
doing Twelve Step work.
Action is the key word. We experience a kind of giving that asks no rewards.
We begin to practice all Twelve Steps of the program in our daily lives to find
emotional sobriety. This offers us a kind of love that has no price tag.
Working with other alcoholics will insure immunity from drinking. This is
what Bill Wilson realized when he founded AA; that nothing kept alcoholics
sober better than another alcoholic. That is Twelve Step Work! Twelve Step
Work is essential to keeping the AA Fellowship going. Twelve Step Work
means to carry the message to those that still suffer.
Am I carrying the message by example or just giving advice?
Have I experienced a spiritual awakening?
How can I carry the message to my family members?
How it Works, Paths to Recovery, Touchstone, Hazelden Foundation Series
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My brothers
and sisters, if
anyone among
you wanders
from the truth
and is brought
back by another, 20you should
know that
whoever brings
back a sinner
from wandering
will save the
sinner's soul from
death and will
cover a
multitude of sins.
James 5:19-20

Thank you to all those brave souls who
helped get the tree up this year!
A big thanks to all those who helped
to clean up following Live
Nativity.
Finally, our thanks to Friends of Ruth,
Congregational Life, and everyone else
who helped to get our Christmas
decorations up! Our tree is always a
glorious thing to see!

Thank you to LeAnn Snidarich for all your hard
work again this year! Thank you to all the other
volunteers who helped out our little sheep and
shepherds in “Too Many Shepherds”!

Date
1

2
3
4

5
6
7

8

11

12
14

17
18
19

20

21
22

Birthdays
Richard Hansen
Pat Tewalt
Tina Anderson
Tucker Kolb
Samuel White
Caleb Johnson
Rhonda Hechsel
Sherry Beckensten
Karen Hardie
Madeline Jaques
Justin Hooker
Trygve Townswick
Jessica Manion
Robert Johnson
Kayl Griego
Clarence Anderson
Greg Rambow
Cory Greene
Brice Anderson
Judy Sarazin
Darold Hinsch
Dawn Berven
Wanda Strike
Geralyn Fournier
MacKenzie Goedel
Loretta Fornberg
Jacqueline Gruber
Sam Berg
Annabella Schulze
Oaklyn Anderson
Rose Hass
Carole Larson
Joanne Eittreim
Brian Netzer
James Brown
Michelle Chinook
Andrew Jaques
Deliah Anderson
Theodore Erickson
Curtis Strand
Vicki Theede
Jarret Gemmill

Date
24

25
26
27

29

30
Date
1

4
5
7
11
12
12

Birthdays
John Hass
Jacob Anderson
Matthew O'Keefe
Shawna Berg
Susan Netzer
Benjamin Hylen
Dorothy Larsen
Sharon Johnson
Lana Bergman
Gerry Stock
Aaron Anderson
Kody Puck
Kyle Renner
Madison Eisenbraun
Aubrey Bell
Baptism Anniversaries
Barb Erickson
Berne Hierlmaier
Douglas Larson
Sharon Sudeith
Marion Jernell
Linda Rouen
Cindy Hanson
Ronda Fenlon
Lesley Rowe
David Snidarich
Rachel Maguire
Joshua Budnick
James Brown
Jace Goedel
James Hanson
Bailey Snidarich
Siravej Moeller
Evan Micek
Megan Yurich
Thomas Fornberg
Melissa Browen
Jennifer Rowe
Wanda Strike
Samuel White
Dale Hechsel
Taylor Overby
Molly Peterson

Date
14
15
16
18
19
21
22
25
27

31

Baptism Anniversaries
Gregory Anderson
Candy McColley
Megan Larsen
Jonah Johnson
Lisa Gustafson
Karen Anderson
Declan Nelson
Kayl Griego
Mikki Hanson
Riley Stoppelman
Heather Anderson
Collen Evenson
Abigail Fournier
Reed Jensen

1
14
24

Anniversaries
Rusty & Char Jacobson
Monica & David Ahlman
Linda & Edward Rouen

28
29
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Sing to the LORD a new song, for he
has done marvelous; his right hand
and his holy arm have worked
salvation for him.”
Psalm 98:1
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