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The youth going to Denver will be selling hanging baskets for any last minute
Mother’s Day shopping!
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What does it mean...that Jesus was a political activist?
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'The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone'?
18
Everyone who falls on that stone will be
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." 1
9
When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this parable against them, they
wanted to lay hands on him at that very hour, but they feared the people.
20
So they watched him and sent spies who pretended to be honest, in order to trap him by
what he said, so as to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the governor. 21So
they asked him, "Teacher, we know that you are right in what you say and teach, and you
show deference to no one, but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. 22Is it lawful for
us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?" 23But he perceived their craftiness and said to
them, 24Show me a denarius. Whose head and whose title does it bear? They said, "The emperor's." 25He said to them, "Then give to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to
God the things that are God's."
Luke 20:17b-25
“1Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2They began to accuse
him, saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king." 3Then Pilate asked him, "Are you the
king of the Jews?" " He answered, "You say so."
Luke 23:1-3
Spring is in the air… and so are the winds of CHANGE!
Jesus was such a disruptive political activist… Never thought of your gentle Good Shepherd that way? Just read the Gospels, any of them, all of them, but for sure in Luke. The
Scripture quotes from Luke above give a hint of just how political Jesus was and a very
clear evidence of what it cost Him! {It was also evidence of the price He was willing to
pay!}

Jesus was definitely into social activism. From the very beginning of His ministry He declared Himself called here by God to dedicate His life to advocacy for the poor, the captive, the blind and the oppressed {Luke 4:18-19}. That definitely made him popular with
the outcasts, the lowlifes, and the disadvantaged… but it also made Him very unpopular
with the establishment, the well-to-dos. They actually got sooooo riled up over His radical
and disruptive, if not subversive words that they raged up like a mob to throw Him off a
cliff. Definitely too political for His hometown.
Jesus comes saving… saving wandering sheep, lost sheep, even black sheep. We don’t
hear much about Him risking His neck and life for the well-behaved sheep. What’s with
that? Little to no attention for the sheep who stay faithfully close to the fold.?. Tempts
one to think twice about being good for goodness sake. We even find Him looking out for
people who were not from His own kind and country.!. What is this Kingdom of God coming to next?
As I sit here in the middle of Holy Week in the comfort and safety of my nice LLLC Office
secure in the promise of salvation and resurrection pondering the meaning of my life and
ministry and membership and calling, I can’t help but wonder if my/our Lord isn’t asking
me/us to be meaningfully more political with my/our faith? More… like Him.?. Willing to
risk and advocate… CHANGE? Maybe?

That Cornerstone… that Stumbling Stone…
I wonder if I would have been caught dead in the garden sticking with an activist guy like
Jesus?
As is often the case for me as a Christian whose faith language out loud is musical prayer,
a favorite song comes to mind…
Make me a servant, humble and meek
Lord let me lift up those who are weak.
And may the prayer of my heart always be
Make me a servant, Make me a servant,
Make me a servant today.
I know… it sounds so… gentle and meek, but it’s really risky and radical and disruptive…
if you think about it. AND, if we live it… it could really cost us!
Blessed Easter Resurrection,
Yours in Christ Jesus, Interim Lead Pastor Bob Rusert

Shawna Berg

Director of Youth and Family Ministries

Spring is in the air…finally! Spring is a time for new beginnings, new life and, at my house
– BASEBALL! I have always loved baseball. I played growing up, and I watched and followed the Twins. I vividly remember cheering for my favorite player, Kirby Puckett, every
chance we had to watch the Twins on television. Now, in addition to watching professional baseball, I also get to watch my son play high school baseball and it is so much fun.
There is something unique and beautiful that happens when you are part of a team or
community. Being part of something that is cooperative and beyond ourselves can be a
transformational experience. In Ecclesiastes it says “Two are better than one, because
they have a good reward for their toll. For if they fall, one will lift up the other … and
though one might prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not
quickly broken.”
Long Lake Lutheran church is an amazing team and community. Whenever people ask
me about the congregation I am currently serving that is one of the first things I tell them.
I am always so impressed at the way this community loves and supports each other. Each
and every person that is a part of this community has an important role to play, and we
have all been uniquely gifted. When all of those gifts are combined and used for God’s
glory it is a sight to behold! When this community sticks together, and supports one another, I am convinced that there is nothing that can not be accomplished.

Thank you for cheering for one another and supporting each other. Thank you for sharing your gifts with this community and serving your church, and let’s continue to lift each
other up and cheer on our team in the weeks to come!

Youth name: __________________________
Grade completed: _____________________
Parents: ______________________________
Youth phone: __________________________
Parent phone: _________________________
E-mail: _______________________________
 Cash is enclosed
 Check is enclosed
 Use money from fundraising account
 I need a ride
Address: (if ride is needed)
______________________________________
______________________________________
I give my son/daughter permission to
participate in these activities.

Registration Information

Please contact Shawna Berg with any questions about these events! Please note that we

Late sign ups: We will be able to take late sign
ups for some events on a case by case basis,
please check with Shawna! However, that
won’t always be the case. Events with one or
fewer signed up will be canceled. Friends are
welcome! (Please note the early deadline for
the Twins Game so we can reserve tickets!)

Sign up by posted deadlines by circling “Sign
me up” and returning this form along with the
medical release form with payment to church.

How do I get involved?

•We

will make some toys for the Humane society and then head to Sky
Zone in Blaine!
•Deadline: July 7

July 10: Humane Society Toys/
Sky Zone

will bake cookies for firefighters, police officers and other public servants
and then head out for some bowling
and to deliver our baked goods!
•Deadline: June 23
•12 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
•Cost: FREE (let Shawna know if you
would like to donate cookie ingredients)
 Sign me up!  Adult Chaperone
__________
•We

June 26: Baking for Public
Servants/ Bowling

•We

will pack food at Feed My Starving
Children and go to Lili Putt for some
mini golf fun!
•Deadline: June 10
•11:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
•Cost: $10
 Sign me up!  Adult Chaperone
__________

June 19: Mini Golf/ Feed My
Starving Children

p.m.—5:00 p.m.
•Cost: $20
 Sign me up!  Adult Chaperone
__________

will help lead games and
crafts at a nursing home and
then spend some time at Cheap
Skate!
•Deadline: August 4
•12:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m.
•We

August 7:: Serve at Nursing Home/ Cheap Skate

•Deadline:

July 18
•9:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
•Cost: $35 + money for food
 Sign me up!  Adult Chaperone
__________

July 24: Valleyfair

•Deadline:

June 10
•10:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
•Cost: $25 for ticket (could change
based on number signed up—
bring extra money for food)
 Sign me up!  Adult Chaperone
__________

July 17: Twins Game

•12:00

Dear Friends!
The education team is so excited! The
seasons are changing and with spring
comes promises of long days, sunshine,
and VBS!!
Sunday school and Children’s church will
be ending on Wednesday, May 15 and
Sunday, May 19. We will be singing in
church on Mother’s Day, so look for that
special day! On the last day of Children’s Church or Sunday School there will be
end of year celebrations.
VBS is quickly approaching and we are so excited to bring you ROAR! VBS is a new
format this year with everything in one weekend. Please check out the display in
the Narthex, the website or ask Shawna or myself for information. Go to:
vbspro.events/p/longlake to register as a volunteer or to register a participant.
We are excited to partner with Shawna through the transition time and continue
to look forward to the energy she brings to Long Lake.
Please contact me if you have questions, comments or concerns.
Thank you for all you do!
Jennifer Manion

Thank you Lord !
Soon we will see the blooms on the trees and perennials popping out of the ground. We expect
this each spring season. God is with us daily and we should always count on Him to bring us
through storms. Spring season usually brings turbulent weather but God will get us through life’s
storms.
Thank you God for the grace you have given us through your son Jesus.
PRAISE YOU IN THIS STORM
I was sure by now God You would have reached down And wiped our tears away
Stepped in and saved the day But once again, I say “Amen”, and it’s still raining
As the thunder rolls I barely hear Your whisper through the rain “I’m with you”
And as Your mercy falls I raise my hands and praise the God who gives And takes away
CHORUS:
I’ll praise You in this storm And I will lift my hands For You are who You are
No matter where I am And every tear I’ve cried You hold in Your hand
You never left my side And though my heart is torn I will praise You in this storm
I remember when I stumbled in the wind You heard my cry to you And you raised me up

again My strength is almost gone How can I carry on If I can’t find You
But as the thunder Rolls I barely hear You whisper through the rain “I’m with you”
And as Your mercy falls I raise my hands and praise the God who gives And takes away
https://castingcrowns.com/music/praise-you-in-this-storm/
LUKE 8: 23-25 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master,
Master, we’re going to drown!” He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters;
the storm subsided, and all was calm. “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples. In fear and
amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and
they obey him.”
Please keep churches, community, military, and law enforcement in your prayers. Also pray for
our political leaders for wisdom to keep the United States of America united as this is God’s country. Thank a soldier for our freedom. Please share your time, talent and your treasure as God has
given us these to be Jesus’ hands and feet. Thank you Lord for all that you provide for us daily.

Blessings,

Kathie

April has been a busy month for the property team. As the snow melts (hopefully for
good), more and more projects come to light. It is nice to see the grounds greening up!
Maybe Spring is here to stay?
We met on Tuesday, April 17 and discussed several topics. One topic we discussed was
making the East and West entrances handicap accessible. We have a few people getting
measurements and doing research to see what it would take to make those two entrances
more handicap accessible.
We are currently looking for a mower/snowblower to replace the big mower/blower that
we currently have. We are looking for something commercial grade, and something that is
easy to get on and off of.
The Cornerstone is getting some much-needed attention thanks to some of our team
members putting extra time and effort.
Our main topic of discussion on April 17 was our annual Spring Cleanup event. We are still
looking for volunteers to help us with several tasks such as washing windows, cleaning
lights, putting floor trim on, and the list goes on. With cooperating weather, we will have
plenty of outdoor projects to do. Debris needs to be picked out of the landscape rocks,
hedges need to be trimmed, and so on. There are plenty of jobs to be performed in the
garage(s) as well.
If you do plan on coming to the cleanup event, please sign up. this will help WELCA be
better prepared for serving lunch. The cleanup is May 4, from 9-noon. This is a great
opportunity to help the church and enjoy fellowship with old and new friends. Please do
try to attend this event.
God Bless,
Ron Selix
Property Chairperson

HELP WANTED-CUSTODIAN
Long Lake Lutheran Church is seeking a dedicated, hard-working person (or persons) to
clean the main church and possibly the Cornerstone. The position is approximately 10
hours per week, with flexible hours. Starting pay is $9/hr. If interested please contact the
church office.

Happy
Spring!
There is truly something invigorating that comes with the spring weather, the budding of
new life, and the extra time outdoors! This month the Congregational Life team met on
Tuesday, April 23rd and had a wonderful conversation about our intergenerational
event scheduled for June 14th from 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM. We're teaming up with the Education committee to host this wonderful event. We have created an outline and are excited
to begin! Our hope is that this event will bring our church together to reflect on the amazing blessings God has given us. We'll break bread, hear and see what's in store for our
folks attending Vacation Bible School, and enjoy the evening together. We are looking forward to good attendance and good weather!
We encourage anyone who would love to help out with either planning this event or being
part of the committee to please attend our next meeting on May 12th after the 2nd service
(around 10:30 AM).
Prayers and Blessings,
Kara Hepp

“My heart, which is so full to overflowing, has often been solaced and refreshed by music
when sick and weary.”
― Martin Luther
Music is an integral part of worship here at Long Lake. The choir provided us with beautiful
music for Palm Sunday and Holy week. The Sunday school kids took part in Palm Sunday;
we will be seeing them again on Mother’s Day! The Wednesday evening worship band has
been trying some new contemporary songs. We are starting to plan the outdoor service
for Father’s Day. We would love to have you participate! We are always looking for special
music and would love to have you share your talent with us. Everyone is welcome to attend our next meeting on May 8 at 7pm!
Blessings-Rachel Maguire

For the month of May the main effort for our WELCA group will be the May 2 Garage Sale - one day only. The hours for this event are 7am to 7pm. We will be setting up on Wednesday, May 1. We send heartfelt thanks for all your donations. You've been so generous to us every year, and we are so happy to be able
to count on our church members. We can accept most items, but are not able to
accept TVs or printers, plus baby high chairs and car seats. Furniture in good condition is acceptable. We're looking forward to another successful garage sale this
year. Please come and check it out. We do not price most of the items on sale
and accept donations.
We will not be having a Ladies Lunch Group outing this month, since the last Monday of May lands on the Memorial Day holiday.
Important: One thing we've noticed is that folks have been leaving unmarked and
undated left over food items in the freezer and refrigerators. In the future we
kindly ask that if your group has any leftovers, please mark them with your
group's name and the date you put it in. The appliances are getting over-filled
and running out of room, so we've had to clean them out to make room for current items. Many thanks!
Blessings for the month of May,
Lillian

"Two can
accomplish
more than
twice as much
as one, for the
results can be
much better.”
Ecclesiastes
4:9

This month, the ladies of the
Sunshine Circle would like to
thank Therese Cathers for
donating a collection of teapots
to be used as table decorations.
They add a fun touch to the
decorations in the Fellowship
Hall!

If you have any questions,
please contact:

Please join us at our next
quilting session on
Wednesday, May 8th. We
start at 9:00 a.m. and end at
4:00 p.m. You are welcome to
come for an hour or the whole
day. Bring a snack to share for
our coffee break and we will
enjoy a potluck lunch and
fellowship at noon.

We offer a 13-week grief
counseling course called
GriefShare that aims to build
a support network around
the bereaved and help them
understand and sort out
their feelings as a group.
You are welcome to begin
attending at any session.
Each is “self-contained,” so
you do not have to attend in
sequence. You will be able to
continue with GriefShare
through the next 13-week
cycle and view any of the
videos you have not seen.

Janelle Pelika
(763-760-0102)
Connie Anderson
(763-444-4118)
Glenna Sorenson
(763-444-52914)

Thank you.
Hope to see you there!!!
Janelle Pelika

GriefShare is being held on
Thursday evenings at 6:00
p.m. in the conference room.
Cost: none
Child care: no
Any questions call:
Sharon Sudeith at
763-444-4483

My name is Daniel Manion. I’m a Life Scout in Boy Scout Troop 511 with the St. Francis
Lions Club.
My eagle project is building a retaining wall for Long Lake Lutheran Church. The wall will
be around the garage to help with the foundation and to drain the water away. It will also
be used as a garden.
Would you be willing to support my eagle project with a contribution? Please see me with
questions. I will also have a board up soon in the Narthex with information.
Thank you for your consideration and prayers.

Sincerely,
Daniel Manion

Thank You!
There have been many changes around here the past year that have brought new faces
and new challenges for the members of Long Lake. We have taken those changes in
stride and continue to show our resilience in the Transition Process.
The Transition Team wants to know more about what qualities you are looking for in our
new pastor. They are asking everyone to fill out an electronic survey which will be sent
via email. Please take a minute to fill out that survey to help the Transition Team in the
next steps. If you need assistance filling out the survey, call the office and someone can
help you figure it out!
As the school year winds down, it is important to remember our volunteers who teach
Sunday School, mentor Confirmation Students, and anyone else who helps out. This
program cannot be run without you graciously giving your time to these important
programs.
Remember to save the date on Friday, June 14th at 5:30 pm. The Congregational Life
team is inviting you to dinner and some time for coming together as the community of
Long Lake. There will be more details to follow soon!

April 24/28 – May 29/June 2 Easter Season
Adventures in the Acts of the Apostles

April 24/28 2 Easter Wed 6pm/Sun 8 & 9:30am “How Can I Keep from Singing!?!“
Text: Acts 5:27-32 Child’s Portion: “A Song in My Heart!”
Theme: Evangelism: The compulsion to share the Good News… sometimes we just can’t contain ourselves and the joy of knowing God’s grace and blessings in Jesus’ resurrection! Even if it means risking civil disobedience and counter-cultural testifying…
Texts: Acts 5:27–32 Psalm 118:14–29 Psalm 150 (Alternate) Revelation 1:4–8 John 20:19–31
May 1/5 3 Easter Wed 6pm/Sun 8 & 9:30am “From Adversary to Advocate.!.“
Text: Acts 9:1–6 [7–20] Child’s Portion: “A 180 Degree Turn!”
Theme: Amendment of life: Sometimes God looks to inspire us to make radical changes in our lives,
especially in our daily walk of faith. Imagine becoming one of God’s greatest advocates for new life
and lifestyle… What would it take for that to happen in our life?
Texts: Acts 9:1–6 [7–20] Psalm 30 Revelation 5:11–14 John 21:1–19
May 8/12 4 Easter Mother’s Day Wed 6pm/Sun 8 & 9:30am “A Second Chance: The Gift of Time!“
Text: Acts 9:36–43 Child’s Portion: “Wholly Devoted to A Worthy Cause!”
Theme: Stewardship of life: Most only get one chance @ life… so it is critical to make the most of it.
God’s grace and gifting gives us opportunity to live life to the fullest. In what do we invest our lives?
What opportunities to we seize or miss?
Texts: Psalm 23 Revelation 7:9–17 John 10:22–30
May 15/19 5 Easter Wed 6pm/Sun 8 & 9:30am “A Bigger Kingdom than We Imagine!“ SS Party/
Bapt/Grad Recog
Text: Acts 11:1–18 Child’s Portion: “Embracing Those Who Are Different”
Theme: Stretching our boundaries & limits for God’s Kingdom: Sometimes we just can’t wrap our
heads or hearts around the bigness of God’s Kingdom and the wonder of God’s ways… God invites,
challenges us beyond our limitations, imaginations, and comfort zones to embrace more…
like God embraces MORE!
Texts: Psalm 148 Revelation 21:1–6 John 13:31–35
May 22/26 6 Easter Memorial Day Wed 6pm/Sun 8 & 9:30am “Workplace Evangelism!”
Text: Acts 16:9–15 Child’s Portion: “A Colorful Christian Woman!”
Theme: Evangelism & FOL: Paul works to witness and share the Good News with a businesswoman,
recognizing her assets for Kingdom connections in the real and regular world. She stands out in her
field and for the Lord!
Texts: Psalm 67 Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 John 14:23–29 John 5:1–9 (Alternate)
May 29/June 2 7 Easter Wed 6pm/Sun 8 & 9:30am “Blooming Where We’re Planted!”
Text: Acts 16:16–34 Child’s Portion: “Opportunistic!”
Theme: Good News Evangelism & FOL: The Apostle Paul was always on his game, seizing each and
every opportunity to testify to the Good News of God in Jesus Christ, his Lord and Savior. How can
we emulate Paul’s spirit and example and make the most of every opportunity God provides us?
Texts: Acts 16:16–34Psalm 97 Revelation 22:12–14, 16–17, 20–21 John 17:20–26

A.A. Step By Step
Step Five
Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the
exact nature of our wrongs.

Unless we discuss our defects with another person, we do not acquire enough
humility, fearlessness, and honesty to really get the program. We must be completely
honest with somebody. Step Five prepares us and can be taken and read to a sponsor,
doctor, lawyer or a member of the clergy. For some it is best or easier to go to someone
unknown. Also remember, if one of your defects requires mandated reporting, it is
important to go to someone that has to legally keep your secret.
Confession is an ancient discipline. It has been validated in every century and
characterizes the lives of all spiritually centered and truly religious people. Without
exposing our deepest defects to another individual we could not stay sober.
The Fifth Step is both humbling and freeing. Once the Fifth Step is over, we never
need to have any more shame or guilt about anything we have done in the past. We are
free. This step is about healing. It is also about starting over. The fruits of a wellexecuted Fifth Step are relief, forgiveness and healing. A Twelve Step Expression, “We
are as sick as our secrets” applies here. The phrase means that when our secrets are
kept secret they fester and create problems for us. Only when they are revealed can
they be healed.
Once the Fifth Step has been completed we are ready to begin a new and exciting
beginning in our lives. Almost without exception alcoholics are tortured by loneliness.
Step Five was the answer. It was the beginning of true kinship with man and God. For
once we can be free of that terrible feeling of isolation.
This vital step also gives us the feeling we can be forgiven no matter what we had
done and we are finally able to start forgiving others.
~ 24 Hours A Day ~ AA Big Book ~ Twelve Steps & Twelve Traditions

Congrats to this year’s First Communion Class

Gabby Johnson
Jonah Johnson
Abby Niemi
Evan Puck
Luke O’Keefe
James O’Keefe
Kelcie Belsheim
Wyatt Wald
Jaylyn Arenz
Finn Netzer
Molly Hanson
Chesney Bell
John Sonterre
Ben Westover
Carlee Oliver

Holy Week Happenings
At Long Lake

Date
5
6
7
10
12
13
14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24
26
27
29

30

Birthdays
Ernie Sandahl
Glenna Sorenson
Noah Maguire
Brian Manion
Jessica Larsen
Cullen Bartz
Andrew Splettstoesser
Maya Anderson
Morgan Engren
Sam Anderson
Samantha Bauer
Thomas Hill
Warren Stock
Dale Strike
Judy Grell
Richelle Wynne
Jamison Snidarich
Douglas Larson
Evan Puck
Katelyn Schleif
Lori Wald
Donna Ziemann
Jacob Dufeck
Mark Anderson
Will Larson
Yvonne Miller
Jayden Peterson
Laura Schmidt
Shane Wald
Laura Hill
Janet Johnson
Justin Overby
Steve Anderson
Madison Cacioppo
Kaitlin Fleischer
Jacek Greene
Violet Stonsteby
Mollie Brown
Nathan Hass
Jennifer Jensen
Kaitlynn Nelson

Date

1
1
1
2
3
4
5
8
11

18
20
21
22
28

30
31
Date
1
2
5
10
11
13
18
19
24
26
27

Baptism Anniversaries
Elaine Mellin
Al Schmidt
Laura Schmidt
Brian Manion
Alexander Hylen
Delilah Anderson
Gary Grell
Cecelia Netzer
Dennis Stanius
Matthew O'Keefe
Amanda Saelens
Ben Westover
Richard Hansen
Parker Matson
Jarek Scheller
Wilder Anderson
Jack Borer
Amelia Sonterre
Logan Anderson
Michael Roos
Kristy Anderson
Kathy Findell
Maureen Spike
Jackson Jamnick
Anniversaries
Betty & Ernie Englund
Danielle & Ryan Nestrud
Yvonne & Ken Miller
Marcia & Jon Westover
Roger & Janelle Pelika
Carol & Lynn Perrin
Todd & Kerri Hill
Richard & Jean Hansen
Wayne & Becky Olson
Claudia & John Hanson
Scott & Julie Jaffe
Lisa & Martin Lynn
June & Conrad Huge
Richelle & Brian Wynne

Constant commons; Houston Herald

Long Lake Lutheran Church
3921 277th Ave NW
Isanti, MN 55040

