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November 2018 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
Wednesday, November 21  6:00 p.m. 

Pie Social and Silent Auction 
Wednesday, November 21 , After the worship service  

Fundraiser proceeds to help youth attend events including mission 

trips! 

Live Nativity 
Saturday, December 8 4:30—7:30 p.m.   

Here at LLLC Chili and soup supper will be offered 

 

Live Nativity Worship Service 
Sunday, December 9  One service only at 9:30 a.m.   

Breakfast will be served after the service here at LLLC! 

 

 

Don’t forget 

to fall back! 

Daylight 

savings ends 

November 

4th! 



 

 

Choir Director      Donna Larsen       763-350-8209   donna@larsengardens.com 

Organist         Kristy Anderson       763-300-0167   kristy.anderson@co.isanti.mn.us 

Wedding Coordinator Carol Perrin          952-220-2684   carol.perrin.cp@gmail.com 

“Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.”  
1 Chronicles 29:13  

Lay Associate Pastor Sue Olson              218-324-0196  

susanolson@longlakeluth.org 

Staff 

Interim Director Youth & Family Ministries 
Shawna Berg                                                612-619-6444 
shawnaberg@longlakeluth.org 

Administrative Assistant                           763-354-9574 
Jen Sonterre          
jensonterre@longlakeluth.org 

Council 

Chairperson       Dave Eberhardt      763-444-3690   deberhardt@aol.com 

Congregational Life  Margaret McBride    763-413-1531   rodgmargmc@aol.com 

Education        Jennifer Manion     763-302-9646   jmanion002@gmail.com 

Finance          Marsha Weidner     763-412-2379   mmweidner60@msn.com 

Missions         Ronda Fenlon       763-221-0725   ronda.fenlon@yahoo.com 

Property         Matt Lundeen       612-817-3372   bmt_cambridge@q.com 

Stewardship       Kathie Schleif       763-444-5246   born2farm4now@yahoo.com 

Worship & Music       Stephanie Matson    970-691-7493   parkersteph@hotmail.com 

Youth           Tammy Dufeck      651-442-0588   fancywaitress@yahoo.com 
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Interim Pastor Bob Rusert                 612-803-0516 
susanolson@longlakeluth.org 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chronicles%2029:13&version=NIV&src=tools


 

 

Lay Associate                          Pastor Sue Olson 

Grace and Peace to you from 
God our Father and from our 

Lord and Savior,  
Jesus Christ. Amen! 

Did you know that God loves you? No, really, really loves you! Henri Nouwen 

said, “The central truth of your life---of all of our lives—is to know, to know tru-

ly and completely that God loves you just for being you.” Just for being me? 

Yeah, right! Most of us spend a lot of time doubting this, refusing to believe 

that God could love such an unlovable sinner like me, arguing against the possi-

bility that God could love unconditionally and without limits. He can’t possibly 

know me, then, for I am a sinner……… But, every once in a while, we are re-

minded, by some special moment, of God’s unalterable love for us. And that is 

powerful, transformative, and grace filled.  

 I get a happy feeling when I see my brother, Rob. He smiles with his whole 

face when he sees me; he gives me a big guy bear hug and makes me feel like I 

am very special to him. When, Beatrix, my granddaughter comes running out of 

the house with her eyes smiling as big as her mouth, yelling, “Grandma!!” as she 

jumps into my arms, I feel like I am going to burst with happiness knowing how 

much I am loved. Then, I smile at a little child who doesn’t even know me, and 

he smiles back. I am reminded time and time again of God’s love for God’s peo-

ple and for me. It is a love that looks past my appearance, my clothes, my bank 

account, my possessions, my fears, my mistakes, my sins, and my unworthiness. 

It is a love that transcends all love.  

 Henri Nouwen wrote that the way to love God back, the way to express grati-

tude to God for the blessing of God’s love, is to love all that God has created 

and therefore also loves: creation, each other, and life. And you love what God 

has created by being fruitful with your own life. God has given everything to us. 

Gratitude is our response; faithful giving and serving shows God we love Him 

back. We can demonstrate our love by loving all that God loves and giving our 

whole selves in service to others. 



 

 

  I am thankful for all you do for Long Lake Lutheran Church. We are a healthy 

congregation. I invite you to read through your letters from your Stewardship 

Team, enjoy the brochure, and participate in our Stewardship Appeal by filling 

out a commitment card for your contributions to God’s work through God’s 

church. Bring it to church, e-mail, mail or sign up for electronic giving on No-

vember 18th, then join us on November 25th for Thank You Lord Sundae Sun-

day. Your prayerful commitment is just the first step in your stewardship of 

time, talents, and treasures. Become more involved in your service to God 

through this church and participate more fully in worship, bible studies, activi-

ties, and fellowship. This is the perfect time to contemplate God’s abundant 

love for you and pray, asking God what you can do for Him to thank Him. 

In God’s abundant love, 

Pastor Sue 

Study Opportunities at Long Lake  
Sundays  
Adult Forum-now studying Ruth-Conference Room 
 
Tuesdays 
10:00  am—Fellowship Hall. “If God Is Good,” by 
Randy Alcorn, studying faith in the midst of evil 
and suffering. 
 
3:00 pm—Conference Room. “You’re Going to be OK,” by Holley Gerth, en-
couraging women to live with joy, resilience, and strength no matter what life 
brings. 
 

Thursdays 
10:30 am—Isanti @ Kareen Englund’s Home 208 5th Av N, Apt #1, Isanti.  
“Philippians” Jesus Our Joy. 
 

All are welcome to join any of the studies. You don’t have to commit to 100% 
attendance; come when you can. The coffee is always on! 



 

 

Warm hospitality and a comfortable esprit de corps with a servant’s heart… 
that’s my first impression of LLLC.  Connecting with Pastor Sue, Jen in the office, 
and Shawna leading youth ministry has me feelings confident of our partnership 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Besides that, they are “fun!”. From my first day, 
Tuesday Oct 2 and even before {snuck in for a visit in 9:30 worship Sun Sept 30 
with my wife, Lori}, I experienced welcome and warm reception. The real meas-
ure of the warmth came with my observing of how members, friends, and visi-
tors greeted one another so hospitably at Wednesday and Sunday worship ser-
vices and even at events during the week. My first Council meeting revealed a 
strong and positive team of leaders for LLLC who genuinely care for the church 
and are eager to work forward diligently and in unity. This all gives me great con-
fidence our Lord will guide us to just the right people to secure a strong, Spirit-
led Transition/Call Committee to steward us toward LLLC’s next settled pastor. 
You have made great first impressions and I hope I have and will too. 
 
I am excited to be with you for the months to come. I look forward to the jour-
ney of discovering with you the answers to questions like:  Who we are? What is 
God calling us to do forward?  Who are our neighbors and how can we serve 
them and with them? Through one on one conversations and with scheduled 
groups and events I hope to examine with you the heritage of LLLC; what it was 
that shaped and formed you as a living congregation. We’ll assess the leadership 
of the church, where it has been and is strong and where it can be strengthened 
to meet our shared ministry mission and needs. We’ll name and claim LLLC’s re-
lationships with and callings beyond our walls and membership family, looking 
to the Spirit to help us discern those that need to be added, strengthened, and 
allowed to pass.  

“First Impressions” 
I have wonderful first impressions of 

LLLC and my new staff partners! 

Pastor Bob Rusert 
Interim Pastor 



 

 

Meals are powerful expressions of hospitality, friendship, and welcome. It is no 
coincidence that the Bible also tells us time and time again of how Jesus spent 
time sharing a meal with people. When you read the Gospel of Luke it seems as 
if Jesus is spending most of his time either going to a meal, at a meal, or coming 
from a meal. One of the last things Jesus commands us to do is share a meal to-
gether often (communion) in order to remember him. 

Jesus ate with his friends (the disciples), and he ate with the people no one else 
wanted to eat with. He never just made them some food and sat nearby watch-
ing them eat, he ate with them. I often wonder if we spent more time breaking 
bread with each other if that wouldn't solve many of our world problems. In to-
day's time it is hard for many of us to manage family meal times, much less 
manage entertaining for friends and family or even people we hardly know. We 
would have to clean the house, prepare the food, make small talk… sometimes 
the thought is just overwhelming. 

However, powerful things can happen when you take the first step. When you 
decide the house doesn't have to be perfect, the food could be take-out and the 
conversation just needs to start somewhere. When you realize that the family 
that you met may also be aching to get to know someone new. When you real-
ize that a meal can be the beginning of a friendship and the next step to forming 
real community.  Powerful connections happen at the meals here on Wednesday 
nights, at the Spaghetti dinner that we recently had and around the communion 
table on Sunday mornings. 

Think about who you might invite to be a part of this community we are creat-
ing?  Who might you share a meal with in your home or hear at Long Lake?  You 
might all be changed in the process! 

 

We are planning some time to meet and greet our new interim Pastor Bob 
Rusert on Sunday, November 18 after both services.   

This is a great chance for you to get to know a little more about Pastor Bob 
and for him to get to know us!  Plan on stopping by! 



 

 

Council Minutes 

Church Council Meeting 

10.10.18 

Attendees: Matt L, Tami D, Jennifer M, Marsha W, Pastor Sue, Dave E, Pastor Bob, Stephanie M, Mar-

garet M, Kathie S, Ronda F 

Dave E. called the meeting to order at 7:15PM 

Stephanie lit the Christ candle 

Pastor Bob opened with devotions reading Ephesians 4:7, 11-16 All are gifted, need to claim our gifts, 

critical to speak the truth, stand in unity, making decisions as a team growing and maturing in Christ. 

Dave E presented the agenda. Jennifer made a motion to accept the agenda, Margaret 2md. Motion 

passed. 

November council meeting has been moved to 11.15.18 at 6:30PM. 

Pastor Bob Report – Pastor Bob would like each council to have written reports by Tuesday emailed to 
him before council meeting of that month. 
LLLC is IN BETWEEN TIME – a time of discernment. The Synod and Bishop Anne are praying for us as we 

answer the questions: 
 

Who are we? 

What is God calling us to do going forward? 

Who are our neighbors? How can we serve them and with them? 
 

Look Up – in prayer for LLLC 

Look In – search, find strength, faith and obedience 

Look Around and Out 

Look Beyond 
 

Each Council member will be meeting with Pastor Bob over the next few weeks. 
 

Pastor Sue Report 

Pastoral Care Visits 

Stewardship Team Meetings 

Three Bible Studies 

Continuing class work at the Seminary 

Preaching 

LLLC will be subscribing to Sundays and Seasons, an electronic liturgical resource that will support wor-

ship planning and preparation. Cost is $519/year. 



 

 

Church council will have 3 open positions in 2019. Nominating committee: Margaret, Stephanie, Dave. 
 

Developing the LLLC Transition Team (6-10 members). 

Role of the Transition Team is to complete a detailed report (Ministry Site Profile) of who we are at 

LLLC. The Profile is provided to the Synod and potential Call candidates. 

The Call Team in turn would receive Pastoral Profiles of those interested in a call to LLLC.   

Watch for upcoming Congregational events to meet, talk and share needs of the congregation. 
 

A new key box is being purchased with an electronic keypad. 

Stewardship Team: mailing the first letters out. Pastor Sue and Kathie shared the Stewardship Bro-

chure rough draft seeing feedback prior to printing. 

Youth: Pie social, Silent Auction Thanksgiving Eve 
 
Reminder of daylight savings time 11/4 
 
Finance: Think about your budgets. Marsha would like to meet with each Council Member. 
 

 
Congregational Life: Margaret mentioned Artisan Fair was a great outreach to community 
 
Worship and Music: Kristy gone 11/4, 11/11 possible Janelle to replace. 
 
Shawna allowed one Sunday per month. She will be off 10/21, 11/25, probably will be off  12/23 but 
undecided 
 

Meeting ended with the Lord's Prayers @ 9:15 pm. 

Blessings, Ronda Fenlon 

Catherine Dufeck 
Grace Fournier 
Reed Jensen 
Tucker Kolb 

Lydia Lund 
Daniel Manion 
Katelyn Schleif 
Megan Yurich 

“...let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven. “ 

Matthew 5:16 



 

 

I love Thanksgiving. There is something about this particular holiday that tugs at 
my heart strings in a way that so many of the other holidays don't. Perhaps it is 
because it is less commercialized. Thanksgiving doesn't tend to get caught up in 
gift giving or candy or trying to make sure the secular message doesn't overtake 
the Christian significance of a holiday. Thanksgiving is what it is. A time for fami-
ly. A time for traditions. A time for food and feasts, and a time to be thankful. 

We have a few traditions that I hold dear for Thanksgiving. Some of those tradi-
tions are around food. We always have turkey and mashed potatoes and pies. 
Since both of our families have Scandinavian heritage, there is always lefse. The 
food is always abundant and delicious. 

We also have special tablecloths that come out each year. Every person that we 
are celebrating with signs and dates the tablecloth and shares what they are 
most thankful for. If by chance we aren't hosting Thanksgiving that year, we 
bring the tablecloth along and still ask everyone to sign it (although we don't 
force our hosts to use it…that would be awkward). I've often thought that this 
would be one of the things I would save first in a fire. It contains sweet messages 
from family that is no longer with us. It has chronicled my children's childhood.  
Every year we laugh over the year when my daughter was two and was thankful 
for Dora and ducks – we aren’t sure why, but that is what made the list.  Some 
years we are reminded of hard things that happened, or sweet victories we had 
as a family. 

The other thing that I love about Thanksgiving is the opportunity for family and 
friends to come together and share in this feast and time together. This is a meal 
we linger over. We talk and laugh and share. We aren't rushing off to work, or 
school, or practice. We take time to enjoy the meal and each other. 

Shawna Berg 
Director of Youth and  

Family Ministries 



 

 

Stewardship is everything we do  
after we say we believe ! 

This is our stewardship campaign  
statement for 2019 but instead I changed 

the “I” to “we”. 

We, as a church family, come together to serve others, give thanks, worship our 
Lord, pray and so many more things.  Congratulations to our new Confirmands. 
Keep them in prayer as they grow in faith. They are our future leaders to keep Chris-
tian values growing not declining.  

We will be recognizing our Veteran’s, Sunday November 11 and ringing of the bell 
11:11 am. Thank you for service to our country. We have commitment Sunday, No-
vember 18; Thanksgiving Eve, Pie Social, Silent Auction youth fundraiser on Novem-
ber 21; Thanksgiving, November 22 and Thank you sundae on Sunday, November 25. 
Please come to church and celebrate our freedom to gather together to worship 
and fellowship with each other AND EAT !   THANK YOU LORD  !  

This month we will have an election of leaders to represent our voices. It’s never 
been more important than it is now for Christians to take notice of what’s happen-
ing in the last 20+ years in our country.  The United States of America, was founded 
on Christian values and God guided. The lack of God in our daily lives is decreasing 
around us. Our values need to be taking back and as Christians it is time to step up 
and not sit down and take a knee.  We are the government elected of the people, 
by the people, and for the people. See website address from Dave Meyer’s mes-
sage. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wS2lY0q72a0 America Needs Your Vote: 
Hear From the Heart of Dave Meyer. Husband of Joyce Meyer, Christian Evangelist. 
https://www.myfaithvotes.org  A Christian guide to pray, think, vote.  As our mis-
sion statement of Long Lake Lutheran states, keep CHRIST centered, purpose bal-
anced, mission driven. Be good stewards of all God has giving to us.  

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the flood 
gates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 
enough to store it. Malachi 3:10 

Please lift up in prayer the emergency response teams helping the hurricane victims 
throughout the country. These disasters affect all of us. Pray for the transition team 
for guidance during the call process for a lead pastor. Please look deep in your 
hearts and pray for guidance and wisdom for future opportunities you can serve 
God through ministry here at Long Lake Lutheran and other communities. Thank 
you Lord for our many opportunities to bless others and serve you through the 
time, talent, and treasures you have given us first ! 

Yours in Christ, Kathie 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wS2lY0q72a0
https://www.myfaithvotes.org


 

 

Happy Fall!  
  

A lesson from Ephesians 4:11-13   
  

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 

teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per-

fect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:  
  

Over the summer month we raised over $200 for Seeds for Haiti.  This was our summer missions pro-

ject through VBS.  We are very thankful for all the generous donations from the kids and their families.  

The donation was mailed to Operation Kid to Kid.  According to the web site, “The proceeds from these 

efforts will be used to provide drought tolerant fruit and vegetable seeds for Haitian families. Not only 

will the harvest from these crops provide food for these families, but they’ll also provide more seeds 

that will provide food year after year. These donations also support education programs for farmers on 

updated farming techniques.”  

Thank you Lord for all that you have given us!  

Our next project is Safe Haven Foster Shoppe. We are looking for items to fill bags.  We will then be 

packing bags for children right here in Isanti County.  Once we have some items, we will have a bag 

packing party for the Sunday school and confirmation students. We have a goal of getting at least 10 

complete bags.  There is a donation box in the Narthex.  This is in place of Operation Christmas Child 

this year.  If you have questions, please ask.  
  

We are also looking for committee members to help plan the playground.  On November 4th after sec-

ond service, please come to the meeting if you are interested in helping get the project going.   
  

One of my favorite versus is from Romans 12:5-7 5 

So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 

every one members one of another. 6 Having then 

gifts differing according to the grace that is given to 

us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to 

the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let us wait on 

our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;  
  

We are always looking for helpers on our education 

team.  Education includes birth to adult. You don’t 

have to be a sunday school teacher to be on the 

team, just passionate about making sure everybody 

in our church continues to grow and learn about 

Jesus.  
  

Blessings to you! Jennifer Manion 



 

 

MISSIONS 
Missions Team October Meeting 

Attendees included: Karyn H., Gerald A., Connie A., Karen B., Linda R. 

 

November Mission of the Month – Quilters 

Vernita will be joining us on 11.4.18 for a temple talk. 

Quilts will be displayed 11.4 through 11.11.18 on pews in the sanctuary. Quilts and baby care 

kits will be blessed 11.11.18 prior to shipment. Quilting expenses are approximately $700/

year. Expenses include purchasing batting when needed and shipping the quilts ($3/quilt). 

Fabric is donated. The quilters have over 100 quilts to ship plus, quilts are held here in stor-

age for use in the local community. 

Thanks to all who sew tops, tie, and finish the quilts for use where needed around the 

world. 

 

Researching Global Missions of Lutheran World Relief and Street Life Ministries. 

Researching US Domestic missions Final Salute Inc, (To provide homeless women Veterans 

with safe and suitable housing) 

For our Sunday School Holiday Mission this year we are helping out a little closer to home. We 

will be putting together bags to be distributed locally to children who are dealing with being in 

the foster system. These kids are often taken out of their homes with nothing, and through 

this project we can give them things to call their own. 

 

Pick a bag type for Ages 0-2, Ages 3-10, and/or Ages 13 and up. A Safe Haven Foster Shoppe 

list of needed items for these groups in located on the kiosk. The items must be new  with the 

tags still attached.  Start filling those bags now! If you can’t fill a whole bag, just pick up a few 

individual things and drop them off with Shawna or Jennifer Manion. 



 

 

I walked into Walmart to get some items for the Congregational Bonfire to be 

held on October 12, and was amazed to see, next to the Halloween decorations, 

shelves filled with Christmas décor. One of the clerks said they had been brought 

in several weeks before!! Clothing and specialty stores are already calling us to 

get ready for Black Friday. It’s happening again! America will completely skip 

over Thanksgiving except for some Grocery ads for 99 cent a lb. Turkeys the 

week of Nov. 25th.  

What has happened to our desire to come together, sit down with family and 

friends and for one day, give thanks? How did we become so obsessed with stuff 

– bigger, brighter, more and more stuff? When did we get so mesmerized by TV 

and magazine commercials that we are willing to stand in long lines to get the 

latest toy or gadget before they’re gone. Why do we have to buy hundreds of 

lights and risk life and limb to make our house the grandest on the block?  

You know, I’m not really the Grinch you must think I am. I really love Christmas – 

the carols, the twinkling lights, the Live Nativity at church, the wonderful good-

ies, the fellowship of friends and family at holiday gatherings. But – I’ve come to 

realize as I read about the state of so many in our world and right here at home, 

that I need to stop and say Thank You as loud as I can. I haven’t lost everything to 

hurricanes or wild fires, there’s no battlefield outside my door, I have warm 

clothes, shelter, more than enough food to eat, loving friends and family, a real-

ly amazing Church, and reasonably good health. I have enough to share and 

then some, and that’s what I want to do this Thanksgiving. I want to know that I 

enabled a child somewhere to have a good meal, I want to open my home to 

someone who would otherwise be alone this holiday, I want to give a coat to 

WELCA so someone can be warm this winter, I want to help my Church open its 

doors so others can learn about the love of a Savior who really cares. I want to 

celebrate Thanksgiving, and I invite all of you to join with me in getting in the 

habit of saying, “Thank you” all day every day. We are so blessed and for too 

long we’ve taken it for granted. Let’s change that! 

 

Blessings and love, Margaret McBride 



 

 

The budget process for 2019 is going very well. During our September Council 
meeting I went through the 2017 and 2018 Transaction Detail Account Report 
which outlines the church expenses by category and by team. Each council rep 
was then given the task to look at their budgets vs their current year to date 
spending and compare the two figures. From that they were then requested to 
go back to their teams and talk about what they found. I shared that I would 
love to help them with this process, going through bills, funds, needs, whatever 
their team would like.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

At the Finance meeting in October Pastor Sue, Pastor Bob and myself along 
with Matt Lundeen representing Property met. Matt discussed the expenses 
from 2017-2018 and shared the Property Team’s projections for 2019. It was a 
great start to the budget. At the October Council meeting I requested time to 
meet with each council rep to fill in the budget dollars for 2019. My calendar is 
filling fast! Finance will not be taking on this task as they did in the past. The 
budget is coming from each team.  
 
I met with Jennifer Manion and have appointments to meet with the rest of the 
teams. Finance will be putting the 2019 Budget together and presenting it at the 
November Council meeting as round one.  
 
Please continue to pray for the teams, the church, our Pastors and the mission 
of our church. 
 
God has been so Great filling the pews! We are back in full swing! THANK YOU 
LORD! After I say I believe! 
 
God’s Peace, 
 
MarshaWeidner 
Finance Team Rep 



 

 

Fall is upon us! Fall is always a busy time of year for most people. 
We’re trying to finish up summer projects, put yard tools and hoses 
away, and getting ready for old man winter to arrive. Many of you 
may have noticed that projects have been heating up here at Long 
Lake as well. The carpeting project is well over 50% complete, the 
new garage is getting shelves to maximize our storage capacity, and 
the sidewalks have been jacked up to reduce the trip hazard at the 
East and West entrances.  
 

The property team is currently working on cleaning out the mechani-
cal room and garages to provide safe areas to work when needed. 
Soon, the snowblowers will be operating (hopefully not too much), 
and the van will be parked inside the old garage, which I will refer to 
as the maintenance building. 
 

A garage door opener was donated for the maintenance building and was installed earlier this fall. 
What a great gift that will get a lot of use from not only the van, but the folks who help with keeping 
the grounds safe and aesthetically pleasing to the eyes of our guests and members. 
 

Long Lake has been very fortunate to have generous volunteers to help get these projects started and 
completed. For that I say thank you to all who have selflessly given of their time, talents, and treasure! 
 

The property team is growing! We met on Tuesday, October 16 at 5pm in the fellowship hall. There 
were 7 of us at the meeting. I hope that number continues to grow. My ideal group size is a minimum 
of 14 people, but 16 would be more ideal.  The reason I want so many people is that I would like to as-
sign two to three members to each month of the year. This small group would be responsible for the 
incidentals that come up each month, i.e. light bulbs, fixing a broken shelf, or repairing a running toilet. 
 

I still have a list of names that I will continue to ask to join the property committee, but this is not a 
closed group. If you don’t get asked to join the property team, please don’t be offended and don’t hesi-
tate to come! I often overlook people unintentionally. I have asked many people to join the committee 
who have said they can’t make all the meetings, but to give them a call when we need help. 
 

Fall is a transition from summertime to winter. The cooler air, the migrating wildlife, and the beauty of 
God’s creation turning to all those wonderful fall colors are all great things that take place during this 
transition time. Long Lake is also in a time of transition. We will soon begin the process of transition 
and call for a pastor. I know that quite a few of you have expressed interest in that process.  This is a 
fantastic time to get involved here at Long Lake! Whether it’s calling a Pastor, sitting on a committee, 
or joining the council, I can assure you that you will feel great about helping OUR church in a greater 
capacity. 
 

Please consider joining the property team, we meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 5pm.  If 
property isn’t your thing, I am asking you to get MORE involved with our church. It’s a great way to 
serve and learn how interesting and talented the people of Long Lake are. 
 
God’s Peace, 
 
Matt 



 

 

After discussion within the church council, Dave Eberhardt was asked if he would be willing to 

serve as co-chair of the Transition Team as his term on council will end in January. After 

prayerful consideration, Dave agreed to do so.  Dave was then commissioned to identify a 

potential co-chair.  Upon reflection and discussion with several church council members, 

Dave contacted Tony Nechanicky about serving as a co-chair.  Tony graciously agreed to do 

so. The Transition Team is charged with the work of developing a Ministry Site Profile that 

will be used as part of the future Call Process for a permanent pastor at Long Lake Lutheran 

Church. All members of the congregation that are interested in potentially serving on the 

Transition Team are invited to contact one of the four team leaders below to schedule a con-

versation with them to discuss your interest in serving on the Team.  8-10 members repre-

senting different gender and age groups will be selected to serve. There will be regular and 

ongoing consultations with the Synod office and the congregation will be informed of the 

Team’s work on a regular basis. 

 

Long Lake Lutheran Church Transition Team Leaders: 

Tony Nechanicky, Co-Chair 

763-544-3275 

necton57@q.com 

 

Dave Eberhardt, Co-Chair 

763-245-0188 

deberhardt3339@gmail.com  

 

Marsha Weidner, Church Council Representative to the Team 

763-412-2379 

mmweidner60@msn.com 

 

Pastor Bob Rusert, Advisor to Team 
612-803-0516 
bobrusert@longlakeluth.org  



 

 

GriefShare has been suspended until the spring. 

   If you are in need of help, please contact Sharon  

Sudeith at 763-444-4483. 

 
   Please consider joining to make mission quilts. Our next quilting 
session is on  Wednesday, November 14th. We start at 9:00am and 
end at 4:00pm. You are welcome to come for an hour or the whole 
day. We meet the second Wednesday of these six months: 
      September      March 
      October       April 
      November      May 
   Bring a snack to share for our coffee break and we will enjoy a 
potluck lunch and fellowship at noon. 
   If you have questions, please contact one of these ladies: 
 
   Janelle Pelika         763-760-0102 
   Connie Anderson  763-444-4118 
   Glenna Sorenson  763-444-5291 
 
   Hope to see you there! 

Our last meeting on October 8 included a beautiful devotion by Karen B., cleaning/organizing 

the children’s activity bags, planning for the blessing of baby care kits and quilts that will be 

taken to Lutheran World Relief in November, and of course, goodies.  
 

The Friends of Ruth Christmas Tea is Sunday, December 2 at 2:00pm 

and the sign-up sheet is in the narthex. Bring a friend or loved one with 

you to experience this tradition of tasty Christmas goodies, tea, coffee, 

hot cocoa and warm festive fellowship. 
 

Baby Care Kit donations are always welcome and may be placed in the basket in the kiosk in 

the narthex labeled “Baby Care Kits.” If you need a list of items needed, you may pick up a 

list there. 
 

The next Friends of Ruth meeting will be Monday, November 12 at 6:30pm, and new mem-

bers are always welcome! 



 

 

Sunshine Circle met on Tuesday October 9th at 1:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall. 
We completed 2 quilts and are working on 2 more. 
  

We want to thank Lorretta for being in charge of Spaghetti Dinners for the past 11 years. 
We would like someone to take her place for next year. 
 
We are getting ideas and donations for Grandma’s Attic at the live nativity. If you have good used 
Christmas items see Loretta for when to bring them for donation.   
 
We concluded our meeting with good food and fellowship. 
 
We would like you to join us on the second Tuesday of each month at 1:00p.m. in the fellowship hall. 
 
God Bless 
Sunshine Circle 

A big thank you to everyone who donated coats for the Pilgrim Cleaners Coats 
for Kids collection.  The Harvest Table is out in the narthex.  Please bring items 
to add to our food shelf for folks in need at this time of the year. The kitchen 
update is almost complete.  A few cupboards are still to be installed over the 
dishwasher area. The Lunch Ladies are planning to go to a new Mexican res-
taurant in Cambridge called Chapala on Monday, November 26 at 11:30.  All 
are welcome to join us. Also feel free to join us at our WELCA meetings on the 
3rd Thursday of every month at 1:00.  We'd love to have you. 
 
Blessings, Lillian 

We started with three spaghetti dinners a year for sev-
en years, then did two a year for two years, then de-
cided on one a year in 2017-2018.  These past 11 years 
have been a lot of fun with great workers and many 
wonderful volunteers that helped when called on.  At 
this time with much prayer and meditation, I have de-
cided to give up this position.  This is an opportunity 
for someone else to make it their own way with new 
ideas and lots of energy!  Thanks to everyone with 
blessings to all. Sincerely, Loretta Fornberg  



 

 

A.A. Step By Step 

Step 11 

 “Sought through 

prayer and 

meditation to 

improve our 

conscious contact 

with god as we 

understood Him, 

praying only for 

knowledge of His 

will for us and the 

power to carry that 

out” 

Our sobriety depends on the maintenance of our spiritual condition. The 

powerlessness over our addiction that nearly destroyed us will return if we 

do not work on maintaining contact with our Higher Power. Prayer and 

meditation are our principal means of conscious contact with God. It is 

through these channels we reestablish our desire to do God’s will. A handy 

distinction that is often made between prayer and meditation is that pray-

er is talking to God, mediation is listening. We must ask God to reveal his 

will for us but then we must listen for the answer. 

 We came into the program seeking help for our addictions. Many find the 

spiritual peace they didn’t realize they were seeking. After some time in 

the program it begins to dawn on most AA members that the program is a 

spiritual program and through the steps they can find the way to spiritual 

peace. Many come into the program angry and estranged from God and 

find their way back through working the steps. 

 Step Eleven talks about praying only for knowledge of God’s will for us 

and the power to carry that out. The work ‘only’ serves as a reminder to 

take our will out of the equation. How do we recognize the will of our 

Higher Power? Many of us become aware during those quiet, still mo-

ments during meditation when our minds are clear from distraction. We 

can connect with our Higher Power in many ways: through na-

ture on a walk in the woods, listening to music, or sitting quietly 

with our eyes shut. We can repeat the Serenity Prayer through-

out the day. We don’t have to do it perfectly; we just have to do 

it willing. 

 What exactly is meditation? The dictionary says it means “to 

think contemplatively”. When I look up ‘contemplate’ it means, 

“to view thoughtfully.” When we awake, we should consider our 

plans for the day. Before we begin, we ask God to direct our 

thinking, perhaps read some meditation books or scripture and then just 

sit quietly and let our Higher Power work within us. Upon retiring, we con-

structively review our day. Do we owe anyone an apology? Were we loving 

and kind? What could we have done differently? Were we  thinking of our-

selves or others? After taking inventory of our behavior for the day and we 

inquire what corrective measures should be taken, we ask for God’s for-

giveness. 

 Of course we cannot work Step Eleven perfectly nor can we ever be done 

working this step. If we have truly worked all the eleven steps to the best 

of our ability we have developed a true spiritual basis for living. That basis 

is humility; putting God’s will before our own. 

  
How It Works One Dayi at a Time Courage to Change  



 

 

Date  Birthdays  Date  Birthdays 

1  Robin Gemmill  27  Kelsey Lynn 

  Rachel Magure    Christine Rowe 

  Miura Yurich    Megan Yurich 

2  Eloise Mitchell  28  Linda Rouen 

3  Sarah Koester  30  Baylyn Anderson 

  Merwyn Larsen     

4  Jack Ford     Baptism Anniversaries 

  Grayden Hepp    Rebeccar Agranoff 

  Karen Lundeen    James Peterson Jr. 

5  Margaret McBride    Samantha Titus 

8  Jace Goedel     Graydon Townswick 

  Angela Hylen    Ella May 

  Megan Larsen  1  Dale Lundeen 

9  Josef Buck    LeAnn Snidarich 

  Kathy Findell    Madilynn Schulze 

  Renee Griego  3  David Baker 

  Jennifer Rowe  7  Nathaniel Hanson 

  Archie Spike  8  Heidi Vandenheuvel 

  Trent Waletzko  9  Evan Puck 

11  Justin Peterson  11  Lucan Jensen 

12  Sandie Hemsworth    Gavin Townswick 

  Julie Jaffe    Finn Netzer 

13  Ross Vandenheuvel  13  Tyler Jensen 

14  Jocylyn Peterson    Levi Hill 

15  Karin Bartz  14  Jamie Schurbon 

  Joanna Puck    Laila Isle 

  Christy Strand  15  Delanee Wachsmuth 

  Stacy Wells  16  Cole Dryden 

16  Kenna Hill  17  William Rowe 

  Rebecca Olson  19  Julie Nielsen 

17  Teresa Hanson    Raelynn Arens 

18  Karen Anderson  22  Jacek Greene 

  Harold Merchlewitz  24  Carol Perrin 

20  Kathy Marron  25  Stacy Welch 

21  Kylee Lehman  30  Jarret Gemmill 

  Adam Staff     

22  Barbara Erickson     

  Kaitlyn Ford    Anniversaries 

`  Cecelia Netzer  6  Rose and John Hass 

  Lyrah Plath  15  Richard and Jessica Larsen 

23  Anthony Dufeck  16  Carole and Doug Larson 

  Joanna Dufeck  23  Julie & John Splettstoesser 

  Sarah Greene     

26  Jesse Lehman  Pastoral Acts October-Baptism 

     14-Oct Waylon Schulze 



 

 

 

Bells will ring out 
around the world at  

11:11 am on 
11-11-18  

to mark the 100th anniver-
sary of the end of WWI. 

We will ring the bells of the 

Cornerstone at 11:11 am. 

Please join us for worship 

and for the bell ringing on 

November 11th . 
 

We thank you for 

your service to our 

country! 

It has been called THE GREAT WAR and 

THE WAR TO END ALL WARS. We 

know it as WORLD WAR I. It began in 

1914 and ended with an armistice at the 

eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 

eleventh month in 1918. The cost…

included 52,947 dead and 202,628 

wounded Americans.  

At the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 

11th month of 1918, the Great War ends. At 

5 a.m. that morning, Germany, bereft of 

manpower and supplies and faced with im-

minent invasion, signed an armistice agree-

ment with the Allies in a railroad car outside 

Compiégne, France. The First World War left 

nine million soldiers dead and 21 million 

wounded, with Germany, Russia, Austria-

Hungary, France, and Great Britain each los-

ing nearly a million or more lives. In addi-

tion, at least five million civilians died from 

disease, starvation, or exposure. 



 

 

Long Lake Lutheran Church  
3921 277th Ave NW 

Isanti, MN 55040 
 


