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Choir Director

“Like good stewards of the manifold
grace of God, serve one another with
whatever gift each of you has
received.”
1 Peter 4:10

Pastor Sue Olson
This is truly an exciting time for us here at Long Lake Lutheran
and I am so grateful to be a part of it. Thank You Lord!! A new
season of Fall programming has begun with Sunday School,
Children’s Church, Confirmation, Youth Group, Mission Quilting,
Congregational Bonfire, Spaghetti Dinner and Trunk n Treat
coming up in October. Look around you and see that God is truly
present in the ministries of this church and beyond. I am
convinced that God has big plans for us! Thank You Lord!!
Pastor Bob Rusert begins serving as our Interim Lead Pastor as
we discern our ministry and staffing needs for the future. Thank
You Lord!! We need to look beyond today, at least 5 years into
the future to dream and be inspired by the opportunities God is
putting before us. A transition team will be formed to begin the
work of studying who we are as a church in rural Isanti County,
and to whom we are called to minister and serve. Then a call
committee will be formed to match the needs of the
congregation with the right people. Trust God and trust the
process. We want to make sure that everyone’s voice is heard
and respected.
I invite you to pray mightily for God’s will to be done. As we
work together to serve God, you will be asked to prayerfully
consider your current giving of your time, talent and treasures.
In 2017, with a membership of 872 (231 giving units or
households), we supported a budget of $404,378. That is just
under $33.66 per week per giving unit. Unfortunately, we know
that approximately 40% of our giving units contribute less than
$5.00 per week. That means that some families carry a heavier
load. Of course, we understand we all have differing budgets;

some people are in a stronger position to give more. We are
thankful for each and every
gift, from the smallest to the
largest. Your gifts to Long
Lake Lutheran Church support
a wide variety of ministries
along with a beautiful building,
staff, and utilities. Think of
what we could do with an increased income. If 231
giving units each gave $5
more a week, we could raise
our budget by $60,000. Think
of how we could grow our
ministry.
Ask yourself if God is calling
you to grow your giving and
make a Statement of Commitment to Long Lake Lutheran
Church on Commitment Sunday. We give thanks to God for
all He has done for us; we
give back to God our first
fruits in response to the abundant love and mercy shown to us.
Thank you for all you do for our church. Thank you Lord!!

WELCOME TO OUR NEW INTERIM
PASTOR BOB RUSERT!

Please welcome our new Lead
Interim Pastor. Pastor Bob has
wonderful experiences he brings to
LLLC. We are blessed in this congregation to have him during our transition. Please introduce yourself as he
has to learn some new faces and
names.

Our Rally Sunday festivities were
a big hit! Everyone had a
chance to learn about all the different groups around our
church. We had lots of fun
things like popcorn, root beer
floats, and a bouncy house. We
capped off the morning by releasing biodegradable balloons

Nice
balloon
Matt...

Youth Playground Fundraiser
The youth in this congregation and community is in desperate
need of a playground. We have the church councils approval and
we are excited to start with a t-shirt fundraiser. Order your
Christmas presents now and help jump start the playground/
youth fund. Thank you !
Make check to LLL youth
Prices: T-shirts $12 Long sleeve T-shirts
$15 100% preshrunk cotton
Children sizes: small, medium, large. Navy
only available in Short and Long Sleeve Tshirts. Cardinal only available in Short Sleeve
T-shirts.
Adult sizes: SM, MD LG XL (add $3.00 per
shirt for 2X; Add $4 per shirt for 3X, 4X, 5X).
Contact person
Kathie Schleif 763-444-5246

Youth
One fall, when my children were younger, we were driving home from
church when I had an interesting conversation with my son. We were
talking about the worship service and things we had heard when all of the
sudden he asked “Mom, why don’t you and dad ever give any money to the
church in the offering?”. I have to admit, I was a little surprised by the
question. For many years, and for many reasons my husband and I have
chosen to give electronically to the church, and have had our offering taken
directly out of our checking account each month. This seemed to be a good
model of giving for us as it ensured that we were giving of our “first fruits”
Shawna Berg
and not just from whatever was left over each month. It also helped keep
us accountable to our pledge and whatever we had promised to give the
church each month. However, I had realized, that although he and I had discussed this plan and this
decision, never once had we told our kids about it and now, as we were driving home I was stunned to
realize that my son had thought for years that we had just chosen not to give and he couldn’t figure
out why. I spent the next few minutes explaining to him that we did give, and that our offering came
right out of our bank account each month and went directly to the church. We also spent a significant
amount of time talking about the “why”, and why we thought it was important to give. We then had a
discussion that when the pledge cards came to out home later that month, that we would all sit down
as a family and fill it out together, so that we could all know what our pledge would be and what kind
of sacrifices our family would make in order to make the pledge we felt was most appropriate. We
decided that we would talk about what things we would intentionally be choosing not to do, so that we
could make the intentional choice to support the church with our gifts in the way that we do. Giving
back to the church with our gifts of time, talents and money is our way of saying “Thank you, God” for
all the gifts that God has first given us.
This conversation, this off the hand comment by my son, got me thinking about a lot of the values and
choices that we make as a family that I sometimes don’t fully explain to my children. I take it for
granted that they understand why we make the decisions we do. We bring our children to church,
and yet don’t always share with them why we feel it is important. We want them to hear the stories
in the Bible, yet sometimes have neglected to share with them our own faith stories. We want them
to feel like it is important to give back to others by sharing their gifts of time and talents, but we don’t
always model that, or tell them why we think it is important when we drag them along to do it. The
conversation on the ride home that day, reminded me how much we are missing when we miss out on
these conversations with those we love.
Have a conversation with someone
you love today about your faith
story. What gifts has God given
you that you would like to say
thank you for? How can you share
the gifts you have been given?

Council
Minutes
September 13, 2018
Church Council Meeting
Attendees: Pastor Sue, Dave E., Jennifer M., Matt L., Margaret M., Marsha W., Stephanie M.,
Kathie S., Ronda F., Tami D.
Pastor Sue lit the Christ Candle
6:31PM Dave E. called the meeting to order.
Pastor Sue opened the meeting with devotions. Paraphrase of Matthew 10 and prayer.
Margaret made motion to approve the agenda, Jennifer M. 2nd. Motion passed.
Pastor’s Report:
Very busy with Lay Associate responsibilities (Funerals, staffing, Preaching, Blessings of back
packs, Stewardship Team support, spoke on panel at Luther, weekend classes).
OLD Business:
Future development of a playground at LLLC. Research into playground options. A final space/
footprint has NOT been set but looking at the North side of the Fellowship Hall as a possibility. Jennifer made a motion to create a fund to develop the playground, Kathie 2nd. Motion passed. A generous memorial of $1,000 was given to kick start the project. If sufficient money is not raised to
complete the project ALL funds will be used for other Youth needs. Timing for construction has
NOT been set at this time.
Council elections 2019 - need at least two council seat replacements. If interested in serving please
reach out to Dave E.
NEW Business
Pastor Bob Rusert letter of Agreement as our Interim Pastor has been signed and is in the hands of
the Synod. Start date is Tuesday, October 2. Marsha made a motion to approve the Letter of
Agreement, Matt 2nd. Motion Passed. Official Title is Interim Lead Pastor. Pastor Bob will be here
every Wednesday, Sunday and either Tuesday or Thursday depending on activities at the church.
Reviewed the 2018 Housing Allowance resolution for Pastor Bob. Marsha made a motion to accept, Jennifer 2nd. Motion passed.
Stephen Ministry – Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of
Christ (Galatians 6:2, NRSV).
Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay caring ministry that takes place in congregations. Stephen
Ministry congregations equip and empower lay caregivers—called Stephen Ministers—to provide
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. Building one on one relationships, addressing basic life and spiritual needs of members in the congregation/community.
Lay associates providing high quality Christ centered care. Looking at bringing this Ministry to
Long Lake in the future.
Reviewed costs to implement a Stephen’s Ministry - $4 -5,000.

Do we have any members of Long Lake that are Stephen Ministers?
Staffing: Council will be posting for Business Admin support. 20 hours/week. Responsibilities include: Data entry, 10 key, Word, Excel, book keeping knowledge helpful. $13/hour.
Taking resumes now, experience preferred.
New carpet has been installed in Pastor Bob’s office. Desk will be installed soon. Need
help pulling carpet in the other offices. This will require some movement of what’s in an
office OUT and then replacement after carpet is laid. Matt is looking for help in the next
week or so during the day. We could also use carts or wagons to load office stuff for the
move. If you can help please reach out to Matt L.
Stewardship – Pastor Sue shared the 1st letter that will be sent. 1st sermon debuted
Wednesday night, and Kathie did a table talk to kickstart the program. 9.16 is the Sunday
morning kick-off with 6 weeks of events and messaging.
Time
Talents
Treasure
Commitment
Thank you!
2019 Budget Development discussion
Year to date January – August 2018 we are $22,000 down in giving to budget.
Year to date January – August 2018 we are $22,000 over in planned expenses to budget.
Reviewed General Fund income/expenses, Teams should begin setting their budgets for
2019.
Marsha to research wedding fees and make recommendation for 2019.
Stephanie Matson is taking ownership of the Wednesday evening Community Dinners.
Pastor Sue needs job descriptions for each team.
Artisan Fair – September 23rd.
Marsha requested approval to automatic deposit our payments to our accountant (1 less
check to write). Margaret made a motion to accept the request, Jennifer 2nd. Motion
passed.
No committee reports due to full agenda and length of meeting.
Meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:05PM.
Respectfully, Ronda Fenlon

Hello Fall !
It is exciting to see more families at church now that the
summer months are ended. It is great to see Sunday School,
confirmation, and children’s church back in session. Children
again learning about what God has given to us and done for
us. Thank you Lord !

Whoever will humble himself therefore and become like this
little child is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 18:4
Children enjoy life. A child can turn work into something fun and be able to enjoy it. We all should have that attitude.
God gave us free will. We in turn need to pray for guidance and wisdom from the
Holy Spirit to direct our lives to be a blessing. God gave us His son, Jesus, to take
our place. He died on the cross and conquered the devil. Jesus has risen to release our sins. Christ took all our burdens with Him on the cross. Christ is our
strength and we can tell the devil to get behind us as Jesus told satan. We have
to believe God’s timing is perfect in our life. When Christians are trying to accomplish something with God’s help, we can get attacked by the devil with
putting doubts in our head. The devil doesn’t want us to succeed at being positive in our life. We need to quote the bible as Jesus does, “it is written…” and
continue to use bible verses to turn the situation around. Satan does not want a
successful Christian because that means he is losing. Well, we know the end of
the story, Satan will lose the battle and we need to be reminded to keep on keeping on telling the story of our grace and forgiveness given freely by God.
If you haven’t found the time to volunteer, maybe you have a talent you don’t
know you have to share with the youth or small adult group. You can also donate
toward a mission of the month, youth ministry, capital fund, or just the general
fund. All these areas are returning to God what He already gave us. He gave us
life to continue His work here to love and help others. We are doing His purpose
here and now. Let the Holy Spirit give you guidance for where your heart is leading you to contribute to God’s kingdom. Thank you Lord for the many opportunities to serve you. Thank you, Kathie

MISSIONS
Missions Team
Met 9.23.2018
Attendees: Karyn H., Jim W., Gerald A., Ronda F.
Missions of the Month
September Benevolence Fund & Josephs Granary
October
Local Firefighters
November
LLLC Quilters
December TBD
Karyn H. has offered to purchase foods for Joseph's Granary at Aldi. The
shelves are running at a deficit right now. We would like to have approximately 600 lbs. of food available at any given time.
Pastor Sue will have additional Benevolence funds available for as needed
situations.
The Isanti Fire Department will have a truck and volunteers joining us September 30th. October is Fire prevention month. As a volunteer fire department public donations help sustain equipment and training.
Missions in 2019
Supporting
Our local community (our neighbors and Faith Family)
Our National community (needs in the United States)
Our Global community (Brazil/Nigeria)
Our goal is to provide mission support with not only financial gifts BUT also
use our gifts of time & talents. Watch for opportunities to explore/restore
and support our world locally and globally.
Respectfully, Ronda Fenlon

Thursday, October 11
10:00 am
Sign-up sheet on the
kiosk.
Long Lake is hosting an educational hour about dementia here on October
11 at 10:00 am. This is a chance to learn more about what dementia looks
like and how we can help those with dementia and the people that care for
them. Dementia Friends gives people an understanding of dementia and the
small things that you can do to make a difference-please join us.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
“Let us come before Him with thanksgiving…
for the Lord is a great God.” Psalm 95:2-3
Over 200 people came on Saturday,
September 22 to the second annual
Artisan Fair at Long Lake. They
came to enjoy the work of 37
artisans, and dozens of volunteers
who pitched in to put it all together.
The atmosphere was filled with
laughter, friendly chatter, and anticipation. What a great way to spend a
chilly Saturday and even get some
Christmas shopping done.
All I could think of to say was:
Thank you, Lord for a beautiful Fall
day. Thank you, Lord for such
amazing talent. Thank you, Lord for excited volunteers. Thank you, Lord
for gifted artisans. Thank you, Lord for the yummy aroma of good food.
Thank you, Lord for a church in the country that welcomes its neighbors
with open arms. Thank you, Lord for the gospel of Christ that is alive and
well and filling the hearts and minds of our families with joy and love!
As we begin our Stewardship campaign, what better example of dedicating
time, talent and treasure to our Lord than the Artisan Fair which in so
many ways said, “We are so grateful for all the gifts with which we have
been blessed – we dedicate them to you! Use them for your glory!!!”
This was an event designed as an Outreach ministry to our community and
a showcase for Long Lake Lutheran Church. Several people asked about us
and commented on the friendliness and welcoming attitude that seemed to
be everywhere. Some even said they were looking for a church where they
would feel noticed and welcome. Perhaps they’ll return. Let’s pray for
them, and let’s pray that we never
lose that spirit!
Stewardship is not just about
money – never has been. It’s about
letting every aspect of our daily
lives be gifted to God. Ask Him what
He wants you to do for Him today.
He’ll always answer that prayer!
Let’s just start listening! You’ll be
amazed at what He has in mind for
you!
Christ’s blessings, Margaret McBride

Healing from your grief is not easy. It is a
long, sometimes painful process. Don’t try to
go it alone. GriefShare is a grief recovery
support group where you will find caring
people who will understand the issues you
face.
Many grieving people find they are only
beginning the work of healing when
friends or family have returned to their
daily life routines. Too often people,
including Christians, tend to stuff their grief
instead of allowing it to do the God-given
work for which it is intended. Don’t allow
fear of what others may think to keep you
from what could help you. Confidentiality is
very much a part of this program.
Your bereavement experience may be
recent or not so recent.
You will find
encouragement, comfort and help in

grieving the death of a spouse, child,
parent, sibling, other family member or
friend. No matter what the cause of your
loved one’s death, this is an opportunity to
be around people who understand what
you are feeling. You will learn how to
recognize the symptoms of being stuck in
grief and that you do not need to live in
bondage to certain emotions. You will
learn valuable information about facing
your new normal in life and renewing your
hope for the future. Grief-related books/
materials are available for participants to
borrow.
GriefShare is held on Thursday evenings at
6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room.
Cost: none
Child care: no
Any questions call:
Sharon Sudeith at 763-444-4483

Please consider joining to make mission quilts. Our next quilting session is
on Wednesday, October 10th. We start at 9:00am and end at 4:00pm.
You are welcome to come for an hour or the whole day. We meet the second Wednesday of these six months:
March, April, May
September, October, November
Bring a snack to share for our coffee break and we will enjoy a potluck lunch and fellowship at noon.
If you have questions, please contact one of these ladies:
Janelle Pelika
763-760-0102
Connie Anderson 763-444-4118
Glenna Sorenson 763-444-5291
Hope to see you there!

Our September meeting's devotion was given by Becky from
"A Coffee Break with God." She also brought a tasty dessert
and other treats for our social time at the end of the meeting.
The next Lunch Group will be at Russell's on the Lake at Big
Lake (on Hwy. 10) at 11:30 on Monday, October 29. If you
want to ride out with the group, meet at church at 10:45. If
we have enough ladies, we will most likely take the church
van.
We are starting to collect used coats in cooperation with the
Pilgrim Cleaners "Coats for Kids." Actually all sizes are accepted. We need to have everything gathered to take over
to Elk River by October 11. There will be a box by the righthand coat rack at the entrance to the fellowship hall.
Watch for the Harvest Table in the church narthex to gather
food donations for folks who need help at this time of the
year. Some people come to our church during the week
looking for help.
Fall Blessings,
Lillian

Sunshine Circle met on September 11th in the church fellowship hall.
We worked on cleaning closet and getting fall centerpieces on tables.
We discussed what we needed to purchase for the Spaghetti Dinner
on Friday October 5th.
Anyone wanting to help out to contact Lorretta Fornberg.
We have tickets for $2.00 for the quilt. Its located in the church
Narthex.
We followed our work with good food and wonderful fellowship.
All are invited to join us as we work on our projects. We meet on the
second Tuesday of each month.
God bless,
Sunshine Circle

Spaghetti Dinner
Come Enjoy
All You Can Eat
Spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic
bread, beverage and dessert
Where:
Long Lake Lutheran Church
3921 277th Avenue NW
Isanti, MN 55040

Tickets:
Adults $6

Children 6-12 yrs $3

When:
Friday, October 5th, 2018
4:00 pm-7:00 pm

Under 6 Free

A Note About the Live Nativity:
In October, work will resume on the 23d Annual Live Nativity event. Our
last meeting took place in April in which we talked about some key items
that would allow us to improve, update, and continue to put on a great
show. As always all are welcomed and encourage to participate!
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 9th in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 PM

We invite all to join us next time – and thanks to everyone participating
with enthusiasm. We are truly bless to have this effective and beautiful
ministry as a part of our church.
In Christ,

Donna Larsen and Kara Hepp

As a reminder, please save the date! The Live Nativity will take
place the evening of December 8th and morning of December 9th this
year!

A.A. Step By Step
Step Ten is Steps Four through Nine applied daily. I have heard others refer
to Steps Ten through Twelve as ‘maintenance steps’. I call them growth
steps. No matter how old I get, these last three steps let me continue to
challenge myself. Sometimes the healthiest thing I can do for myself is to
admit I’m not perfect.
One of the most quoted lines in the AA Big Book appears on the discussion
on Step Ten: “We are not cured of alcoholism. What we really have is a daily
reprieve contingent on the maintenance of our spiritual condition”. It is no
easy task to change the behavior and thinking of a lifetime, even when I
want to change. The Tenth Step allows me to be aware of sliding back into
faulty thinking. I don’t have to beat myself up over it. I just need to do what
I can to make it right.
The Tenth Step askes us to ‘promptly’ admit we are wrong. A prompt
admission is more effective than a delayed one in helping us acknowledge
our negative behavior and to change it. A prompt admission is also more
effective in defusing the anger that our inappropriate behavior has caused
others. An essential part of understanding the amend process is to recognize
that complete amend includes NOT repeating the same behavior.
Step Ten is a combination of taking an inventory regularly and promptly
admitting when we are wrong. Some of us are tempted to ignore the
inventory part and go right to the admitting we were wrong part. We are
not working the Tenth Step unless we are doing both and probably will
continue to make the same mistakes unless we work the step the way it was
designed. We must work Step Ten daily till it becomes a habit.
Our personal inventory at the end of the day is a form of balance sheet. That
means we review not only what we did wrong during the day but what we
did right. When we take inventory we will want to look for many things. We
can search out feelings that need our attention. We can look for low selfesteem creeping back in, but the critical part of our inventory is what we are
doing right and on all the good around us.
The AA Twelve and Twelve suggests, when in doubt (about what to do) we
can always pause, saying “Not my will, but Thine be done”.
Take time for prayer and meditation. We do this Step to stay on track, not to
punish ourselves or be under constant criticism. The Tenth Step is a daily
application of the Golden Rule: Treat others as you would like to be treated.
Courage to Change How It Works

AA Twelve and Twelve

Step 10
“Continued
to take personal
inventory and
when we were
wrong promptly
admitted it.”

OCTOBER
Children and Youth
Events
CONFIRMATION RETREAT

October 17-19 at Camp Onomia. We will meet at
church at 6 p.m. on Wednesday and be blessed
at our worship service and then head to camp.
We will return home at 10 a.m. on Friday the
19th.

TRUNK-N-TREAT

From 2-4 p.m. on October 27th at Long Lake
Lutheran! We need lots of volunteers to help
decorate trunks and pass out candy, and we
need people to come attend this fun Halloween
outreach event!

9TH GRADE CONFIRMATION
REHEARSAL AND PICTURE
October 27th at 10 a.m.

CONFIRMATION
(AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM)
SERVICE
October 28th at 10:45 a.m.

LOOKING AHEAD

Moonlight Madness
Lock-out
November 9th –10th
We will travel with several
Twin Cities churches to for
several locations throughout the night for this great
lock out students in
grades 6-9 and high
school leaders. We will
worship at Augsburg
College, go to a rec center
for swimming, ice skating
and some gym time, head
to the movies and then
finish up with bowling and
arcade games. Cost: $35
Time: 8 p.m.—8 a.m.

Mission Trip

Watch for more details
about our summer trip to
Denver, CO this summer!

Date Birthdays

Date Birthdays

Date Baptism

1
2

28

28
29
31

3
4

5
6
7

8
9

Martin Lynn
Gary Grell
Wayne Olson
Joette Hennen
Ellie Sand
David Jaques
Barry Smith
Gordon Yurich Jr.
Tyler Jensen
Nathanial Hanson
Blaine Wald
Ernest Englund
Jean Englund
Sarah Hanson
Finn Netzer
Marsha Johnson
Jack Bauer

29
30
31

11

12
14
15
20

21
22
25
27

28

Kaitlin Bender
Eric Nelson
Marcia Westover
Thomas Fornberg
Dale Lundeen
LeAnn Snidarich
Addy Lewerenz
Catherine Dufeck
Jenny Boniarczyk
Duane Oberg
Ariana Browen
Riley Micek
William Rowe
Kent Eittreim
Julie Nielsen
Margery Sanford
Alyvia Hepp
Declan Nelson
Lesley Rose
Jason Sonterre
Peyton Stanius
Jeremy Hill

Cierra Larsen
Lucus Anderson
Scarlett Spike

Date Anniversaries
Date Baptisms
5
0
1
3
5
7

Olivia Larson
10

Sophia Magaard
Charlotte Sonterre
Nicole Nelson
Rebecca Agranoff

Jerry Oldenburg
Donna Bahr
Ellie Sand
Lucas Sand
Carol Fleischer
Steve Anderson
Monica Petersen
Conrad Huge
Karyn Hansen

9
10
11

12
14
18
19
21
23
24
25
26
27

Gabrielle Johnson
Kaitlyn Chinnock
Clara Johnson
Eric Nelson
Will Remus
Karen Baker
Merri Roos

7
8
11
13
14
16
22

Margaret McBride &
Barry Smith
Dan & Cassandra Geving
Amie & Derek Johnson
Lori & Shane Wald
Madge & Harley Lilemoen
Lance & Jennifer Jensen
Abbey & Chad Fournier
Justin & Taylor Overby
Tom & Teresa Hanson
Heather & Mark Townswick
Merri & Mike Roos

Pastoral Acts September

Korbin Lynn

Baptisms

Logan Wynne
Mackenzie Larsen
Tammy Dufeck
John Sonterre
Adeline Jamnick
Madison Yurich
Jeffrey Engler
Bruce Jerrell
Marlyn Evenson
Curtis Strand

None

Long Lake Lutheran Church
3921 277th Ave NW
Isanti, MN 55040

